Heathfield Curriculum: Rationale and Research Appendix

Wider Educational Context:

The purpose of schooling, and therefore the purpose of the curriculum that we teach in schools,
is multipurpose.

In differing views of the purpose of education we can see an underlying role for the different
subjects that pupils are taught. Academic disciplines make up the subjects of our school
curriculum. Each subject delivers both substantive knowledge: the content that teachers teach
as established fact and disciplinary knowledge: how that knowledge was established, its degree
of certainty and how it continues to be revised by scholars, artists or professional practice’.

Therefore, the role of the teacher is not to simply reproduce the academic knowledge in front
of their pupils. Instead the teacher is asked to recontextualise the academic discipline and to
transform it, through careful topic selection, sequencing, modelling and feedback, into
something that pupils can access and make use of. The subject knowledge they gain through
being taught the curriculum should serve multi-purposes when applied, which might include
the ability to think critically about what they know, speak with confidence on different topics
and understand their own relationship to this knowledge.

Biesta (2009)? argues for greater attention to the aims and ends of education, a clear purpose
and intent is essential in design and implementation of all aspects of the curriculum. The
Heathfield curriculum intent and implementation was shaped alongside curriculum leaders through the
lens of 7 principles of curriculum as established by Dylan William?®: Balance, Rigor, Coherence, Vertical
integration, Appropriateness, Focus and Relevance in the context of their subjects and the overall values
of the College®.

Local Context:

The model of the curriculum at Heathfield is predicated on its context, whilst these factors
remain consistent the model has been designed to allow for the greatest balance and breadth
whilst retaining depth appropriate for all students. This is reviewed actively every year for its
relevance to the demographic of the College and for its impact:

e The primary context for Heathfield Community College is strong. All feeder Primaries are
rated Ofsted Good or better, students come into College at or above national average
attainment.

e Teacher retention is strong <3-5%. Subject expertise is enhanced by experienced staff
equipped with research informed CPL. Teachers are given additional allocated time to co-
plan, explore relevant research and apply knowledge to make strong progress.

e Research informed CPL ensures teaching is strong and consistent in approaches, staff
work collaboratively to build both their pedagogical expertise applied in a subject
context as well as their domain specific knowledge related to their subject. As a result
lessons are focused and productive within a calm and purposeful learning environment.
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e Student Demographic: 11% SEND (inc K), 2% EAL, 17% PP. Repeated NHS Studies of young
people in this locality have shown mental health, anxiety and self-esteem to be the
greatest Health concerns: also referenced in East Sussex Mark Your Mark student voice
surveys and Youth Parliament engagement action, reiterated in a national survey “My
health, my school” in which Heathfield participated®. Parent and student voice support
the curriculum model (tested annually) which spreads the stress induced by examination
whilst giving choice to enable students to continue breadth in their study to GCSE and
through to A Level.

The priorities as established in the College Strategic Plan are also considered when planning an
approach to the curriculum and its implementation.

. Globalisation and Diversity:
. Post-Pandemic Recovery.
. Employment

. Technology

In all the above there is a clear rationale to the overarching intent of the Heathfield
Curriculum:

The Heathfield curriculum vision is one of ambition and breadth; high-quality experiences both
in and out of lessons are carefully designed to develop the knowledge and characteristics
needed to be able to access, succeed and thrive at the highest levels.

Bespoke to our students, building on their starting point and the expertise of our staff, both
intent and implementation drive excellence as standard; not a moment wasted.

See below for a breakdown of the research underpinning the Heathfield approaches
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