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Dear Parents & Carers 
 
At the beginning of May Mrs Adams wrote to you about our plans for transition.  I wanted 
to update you on what we have done so far, remind you of what is to come and let you 
know of some changes.  
 
Unfortunately, due to the most recent change in the Government guidance we are not 
able to run our Taster Days at the normal time as we had planned this academic year. 
This is because the guidance clearly states we should avoid mixing different bubbles and 
retain social distancing for larger groups.  With these restrictions it is just not possible to 
do what we had planned.  For us and for many of you, this is hugely disappointing, 
however, we know we must respond to the guidance and act for the safety of all.  
 
Staff from Heathfield Community College have visited the main feeder primary schools 
where Mrs Adams, Head of Year, met the students for the first time giving them 
opportunities to reflect on their time in primary school, consider what they were looking 
forward to and to answer any questions or concerns they may have had.  For the smaller 
primary schools and those coming by themselves, where we couldn’t visit, we arranged 
for the students to attend a session at the College where we were able to carry out the 
same activities described. 
 
While this has been going on Mrs Millyard, Pastoral Manager, has been contacting all the 
Year 6 teachers to gain a greater understanding of the students soon to be coming into 
our care.  We also offered some telephone or live on-line Transition Conversations for 
parents who wanted them with Mrs Adams.  Additionally, any medical concerns have 
been shared with Mrs Millis our Welfare Officer.  The Learning Support Team have been 
receiving information from primaries and working to support those who may be vulnerable on 
transition. 

 
Because of all this communication and collaboration, we are starting to build a great 
picture of your son/daughter and hopefully you feel you are getting to know us as well. 
We are in the process of organising our tutor groups for next year and will be in contact 
with you to confirm your child’s tutor group in due course.  We are working hard to try 
and ensure the friendship choices and language requests match.  
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This situation has allowed us to think differently about the start of the new academic 
year.  We are planning that Friday 3 September 2021 will be devoted purely to Year 7 in 
the main school.  This will be your child’s first day at Heathfield and we will not follow a 
normal timetable for the day but spend time with your tutor, complete some team 
building activities, get to know the College and each other along with some other 
activities. 
 
We are also pleased to let you know that there is a wealth of other materials and 
information for you to help the transition process: 
 

• The Parent Helpbook for 2021-22 is now on our website and can be found by 
clicking here. 

• A video from Mrs Adams and Mrs Millyard will be released shortly so you are able 
to put a name to a face and hear directly from them.  

• A second video entitled “A Day in the Life of a Year 7” will enable you to 
understand our site and what you may expect from a typical day.  

 
Our Welcome Evening for parents will run as we had previously planned, as a virtual 
event: 
 

• We will share with you a recorded presentation from ourselves, going through 
some key messages prior to starting Heathfield.  

• There will be a “live” element to the evening where you will be able to virtually 
meet your child’s form tutor, receive a brief presentation from them introducing 
themselves along with going through some of the frequently asked questions as 
well as an opportunity for some question and answers.  

 
We will contact you later in the term and invite you to book a slot to collect your child’s iPad 
over the summer holidays.  If you have opted for the BYOD option (Bring Your Own Device) then 
you will be invited to book a slot to setup the iPad instead.  If you are unable to come in during 
the holidays, then we will setup the iPad at the start of term in September. 
 
More details will follow on all of the above events and materials via email, so keep an 
eye on your Inbox. 
 
I very much look forward to meeting your son or daughter and to welcome them to the 
College community. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
MR M POOLEY 
Assistant Headteacher 
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