Transition Work
Preparing to study at Heathfield Sixth Form

Overview
We are providing this booklet to support you in gap between the time you have finished your GCSE’s and when
you start your courses with us. This booklet is divided into three distinct areas:
•
•
•

Preparing for College
Preparing for Learning
Preparing for Subjects

The work in this booklet is not compulsory. However, it has been recommended by teachers to identify topics
from GCSE that will support you in your first terms at College and external reading and resources that will
develop your wider understanding of the subjects you have opted for in September.

The Sections
Preparing for College
Overview

Activities

This section of work will support you in your transition
to a College environment. It will look at the important
aspects of being a Sixth form student along with how to
manage your time and independent study.

1. Effective Time Management – Beating
Procrastination
2. Independent Learning – Expectations & Necessity
3. Supporting your Transition – Making the step

Preparing for Learning
Overview

Activities

This section will consider how well you learn currently,
what your areas of strength are along with your areas
of development. It considers feedback from students
and teachers regarding what skills are required to be
the most effective Sixth Form student

1.
2.
3.
4.

Effective learning, what can you do?
Notes, notes, notes. Making them successful
Reading effectively, Skills to Apply
The Revision Clock

Preparing for Subjects Part 1
Overview

Activities

We are releasing the Bridging the Gap work for
subjects now. This work considers revision of key topics
from GCSE and areas of reading and further study that
could be completed between now and Taster Day.

1. Prior Knowledge
2. Reading and Further Study

Our Taster Day is still calendared for Monday 29 June. This day involves you being delivered sessions in the subjects you
are opting for. In light of the current situation if this does not take place we will hold an online Taster Day.

Preparing for Subjects Part 2
Overview

Activities

Part 2 of your preparation for subjects is issued at
Taster Day. This is a specific task which is assessed in
September. We will issue this alongside the subject
textbook information.

1. Transition Work to be submitted and assessed in
September.

Preparing for
College

Effective Time Management
Beating Procrastination

Why?
Procrastination is the biggest distraction when it comes
to completion of work. This is both at College where
friends can be a distraction. It can be at home with the
distractions of family or technology. Being distracted is
easy, however this makes completion of tasks more
difficult and it can feel like you aren’t making
progress.

How?
What is Procrastination?
Watch the video by Tim Urban which looks at the mind
of a procrastinator. It gives a light insight into how our
brains respond to procrastination and the impact that
can have on study.

 Watch: Inside the mind of a master procrastinator
Tim Urban

What forms can procrastination take?
A study by Steele (2007) suggests that the following
factors can impact on an individual response to task
procrastination.
Aversion to the task
Avoidance of an
unpleasant, boring or
difficult task for as long
as possible.

Worry about failure
Worry about failing the
task. Preferred to be
viewed as lacking in
effort, rather than
ability.

Mood Related
Low energy or
motivation levels or just
not in the mood to
respond to tasks.

Rebellion
Delaying starting tasks
because of a resentment
about the task itself.

Impulsiveness
Easily swayed from one
task to another. Pursuit
of immediate
gratification.

Time Management
Under-estimation of
time needed to
complete the task set.

Environmental Factors
Place of study can have
an impact on motivation
to start.

Enjoy working under
pressure
Relish the ‘buss’ of
working close to the
time limits or deadlines.

Student Views
I use headphones and listen to my music to
make sure I focus and minimise distractions
and noises.

When working in College try to work away from
your friends then there won’t be distractions.
Most students will do this at some point and it
doesn’t affect your friendships.

Finding a quiet space to work allows you to
just sit down and concentrate. This helps at
home and at College.

Use a timer on your phone. This means it isn’t a
distraction and also allows for you to have a
period of time fully focusing on your tasks.

Practice
Working out your distractions

E

Watch the video by Tim Urban. Consider your Instant
Gratification Monkeys. What are they? List them below.
What strategies could you put in place to remove these
distractions whilst you are trying to work?
Instant Gratification Monkey
Distractions

Actions

What can you do about it?
This is the hard bit! Being aware of your distractions is
easy but getting over them takes more effort. The
University of Bradford document (left) looks at four
dimensions.
1.
2.
3.
4.

 Read: Read the following document from the
University of Bradford (P7-9)

Importance of value of set task to an individual
Desirability or attractiveness of the set task
Being prone to procrastination
Time available to do the set task

Read the pages in the document and in the table below
summarise any areas that will need to be a focus and
how you potentially could overcome them in Year 12.
Area

Action

Importance of value of set task to an individual
Desirability or attractiveness of the set task
Being prone to procrastination
Time available to do the set task
Final Tips
Look at the final tips below to support you. Everyone
will need this help at some time whilst at Sixth Form.
Forgive yourself for the past procrastination…
If it happened before fine. Start afresh!

Commit to the task…
Focus on doing not avoiding. Make lists and allocate
times.

Promise yourself a reward…
This could be a treat (coffee, cake) or time on your
phone.

Ask someone to check up on you…
This could be peers, the Sixth Form Team or parents!

Act as you go…
Tackle tasks as they arise. Get the short ones done
quickly.

Aim to “Eat the Frog”
Start with the least pleasant tasks first to make it easier
later!

Minimize Distractions…
This is the most challenging. Turn off your phone,
email, do not engage in social media for periods of
productivity.

Rephrase your internal dialogue…
Don’t think “need to” and “have to” think “I choose to”.
Own the work.

Preparing for
College

Independent Learning
Expectations & Necessity

Why?
Independent study is vital to being a successful Sixth
Form student. As part of any Sixth Form timetable a
third of your timetable is not in lessons. However, this
time is filled by the completion of set tasks from your
teachers and also independent revision.

How?
Typical Timetable
Below is an image of a typical timetable. From this you
can see the following areas:
- Compulsory Tutor Time
- Lessons (Maths, Computing and Business in this
example)
- Self-Support – This is directed time in the LRC
- Blank Spaces – This is for further independent study
in areas of College

What to do in a Self-Support Session
Prepare

Action

Review

Prepare for it.
It is important to consider any selfsupport or blank space on your
timetable as a lesson that needs to
be filled.
At the start of each week slot in
what you are going to do. Make
this timebound.

Do it!
As soon as you are in your work
space for the session sit down, get
settled and get started. Use the
time wisely.
Make sure you position yourself in a
space when you will not get
distracted. (See the other page on
procrastination!)

Check it.
At the end of the session check what
you have done.
- Is it completed?
- Does it need more time?
- Will you need to review it?
Add this to your plan.

Student Views
Remember to use this time to support your
revision. Also make sure that the time is
spread fairly between all subjects.

Always use your study periods to do homework
or any revision. You won’t be able to do it all
at home so use them wisely.

Practice
Effort Activity: The 1 – 10 Scale
Look at the following tool to evaluate your own
independent learning skills.

1

Look back at what work you have done in Year 11
and think about the levels of effort you have put
in your studies.

2

Look back at what work you have done in Year 11
and think about the amount of independent study
you completed a week.

Effort

Independent Study

Making a judgement about effort levels is difficult. The
numbers will mean different things to different people.
The more accurate reflection is considering the efforts
of other students around you.
Remember…
High effort does not mean working all of the time.
Balancing work and relaxation is important and makes
you more efficient in the long run.

The hours about are gained by interviewing Sixth Form
students. It is expected that 20 hours should be spent
on independent study across a week. This is 4/5 hours
per subject. If you want to hit the top grades this may
extend to 30 hours a week.
Remember…
For students on three A Levels 10 hours are allocated in
your timetable. Use them wisely.

Frogs and Bannisters
This guidance is advice from two academics.
The ‘frogs’ part comes from Brian Tracy who
in “Eat the Frog” (2013) asks his readers to
imagine tasks are frogs you have to eat. His
advice follows “if you have to eat two frogs,
eat the ugliest one first”.
Why is this important?
Making sure you approach the challenging
tasks first will ensure you have sufficient time
to complete them. It will also make the other
tasks easier to complete.

This guidance comes from computer science
professor Randy Pausch. “It doesn’t matter
how well you polish the underside of the
bannister”. In other words, don’t worry about
the unimportant details. Put your effort where
the result will be greatest.
Why is this important?
Maximising effort needs to lead to results.
E.g.: making revision resources look pretty v’s
getting more revision resources completed.

The Nice Things…
It is vital to include the good parts of your week in any
study plan. Planning for your hobbies, seeing friends,
spending time with family and stopping is an important
part of having a balanced and efficient study plan.
Using the table below start to put together the
priorities for your study plan in September.
What nice things need to
be included?
Consider time allocation.

Top Three Actions needed:

Managing your Time
How will you ensure every
hour is used productively?

Reflect…
Reflect on the following statements. Highlight which you
will need to focus on in September.
I plan my study effectively

I have helpful ways of
relaxing

I do not study late at night

I have a good sleep pattern

I have a purposeful study
space

I have a sustainable study
schedule which is balanced

Preparing for
College

Supporting your Transition
Making the Step Up

Why?
Making a successful transition is a vital step in ensuring
that you feel settled, can access support and guidance
and can be successful in achieving your potential. The
information below is from Year 12 and Year 13 students
and some of their advice when reflecting their own
transition.

Student Views
What are the most important skills a Sixth Form
student needs to start positively in Year 12?
Confidence in yourself and learning is
important. Go to your new subjects with an
open mind and be willing to learn.

A willingness to learn. If you go in with a
negative attitude you won’t get anything
done. Make the most of everything and enjoy
it!

A genuine interest and passion for the subjects
you have chosen and a want to learn more
about them.

Be adaptable so that you can easily transition
to the differences between GCSE and A Level.

To have an open mind and not be afraid to try
new things.

Be ready for a challenge, be confident and
have positivity!

What advice would you give to a student regarding
transition? What was a surprise to you?
You have a lot of freedom which you won’t be
used to from secondary school. You won’t have
anyone making you do the independent work.
Don’t abuse this. It seems like a blessing but
the work will need to be done!

Don’t suffer in silence. There is a big step up
in workload and the teachers and pastoral
managers are happy to take the time to talk
through work and help. Therefore, ask!

Friendship groups will change in the Sixth
Form. Also, teachers treat you very differently
and treat you as an adult.

Focus on making sure you are prepared and
organised within the first few weeks and start
to create a healthy routine to keep you
motivated to do the workload.

What did you find the most challenging aspect of the
change from GCSE to A Level study?
Not having books to keep your work in. Having
to maintain folders to a high standard is
difficult. Don’t get in the habit of shoving
random bits of paper in your bag!

Assessments and tests are more challenging. It
is harder to get the marks so having a depth of
knowledge and a good level of writing is
important.

There is a big step up in the amount of work
required. You really have to focus on your
time management otherwise things will pile
up.

You don’t go over all topic’s multiple times in
lessons. You have to make sure you ask for
help if you don’t get it or revise, recap and
research in your own time.

How?
Knowing your why

Be ready to face a challenge

 Simon Sinek - Start with Why
Ensuring your clear about your reasons for starting
College will ensure that you are ready for the challenge
of A Level study. It is different to GCSE. It does need
more time and focus

As one of our current Year 12 says “be prepared and
ready to take on a challenge!”. This will be an
important part to success. Don’t shy away from
challenging topics. Be confident to seek help and
support and ensure that you are ready to show
resilience and determination in your learning.

Knowing that effort is needed

Support

 The Success Iceberg

At any point during your Sixth Form experience it will
be important that you seek support if you need it!
• Teachers for academic support
• Pastoral Manager for pastoral support
• Tutors for general advice and guidance
• Other students – they will help! Especially with any
subject questions.

Success is always visible. Whether this be small gains or
larger successes in academic studies, sport or simply
making a cake. What is not visible is everything that has
contributed to the success. This short video makes you
consider the efforts you need to put in to be successful
and reach your own goals.

Prepare
Action Plan
Look at some of the areas below that you will need to
be prepared for at the start of Year 12. Complete the
scale to identify your areas of focus. Consider how you
may overcome any weaknesses.
I’m not so good!
1

I can organise my folder and notes

2

I am able to make good quality notes

3

I am good at revision and revise well

4

I am able to research around by
subject

5

I have confidence to contribute in class

6

I am able to seek help if needed

7

I can plan an effective study timetable

8

I am aware of my distractions

9

I am confident with new people

10

I step up to challenges set

1

Any Questions?
In Term 6 we will have a taster day for you to get to
know us and for us to get to know you. Add any
questions you may have below so you don’t forget!

2

3

4

5

I’m great!

Add any actions

Preparing for
Learning

Effective Learning
What can you do?

Why?
Knowing how you learn and what effective methods
there are will help you improve your ongoing revision
and therefore reduce your overall stress. These
techniques are taken from various educational
research books.

How?
Retrieval Practice
Paradoxically, forgetting leads to better
remembering.
Retrieval practice means trying to remember material
you
have learned as opposed to re-reading it. Two of the
least
effective ways of studying are reading over stuff and
highlighting it, which are also two of the most common
things students do when revising.

Reading over material and highlighting it can give a
false sense of mastery and make you think you have
learned it when in reality, you will often forget that
material a week later.
A far more effective technique is to put everything
away and test yourself on what you remember from a
particular unit of chapter. By regularly making yourself
try to retrieve if rom memory you will build a far strong
memory of it in the long term.
Step
1

Make a list of all the important information you
need to know from a particular unit or chapter.

Step
2

Close the books and create a quiz using
flashcards of an app

Step
3

Try to retrieve everything you remember.

Step
4

Go back and check all of your answers.

It is important to remember to space out your learning
and not only do this once. Repeating the material will
allow you to retain it better.

Questioning and Elaboration
Asking how and why things work helps you connect
new information to old information.
So now you have learned a lot of material, what should
you
do with it? Two of the most effective things you can do
is to
ask questions of what you have learned and then try to
and
connections between new ideas and concepts.

So, for example, let’s say you have learned a lot of
material about World War II. Instead of asking when did
this happen, ask yourself why did this happen? Or how
did this happen? You can do this on your own or in pairs
or even in a study group. The more information you
have about a topic, the richer the conversation will be.
By elaborating on what you have already learned, you
will be able establish new links and ideas and create a
far richer mental model of the topic you are studying
and will be far better prepared for answering more open
exam questions. As Professor Dan Willingham reminds
us, “Understanding is remembering in disguise.”

Concrete Examples
Linking abstract concepts with concrete examples
helps you form real-world examples of success.
Learning abstract concepts or ‘big ideas’ is all well and
good but often we struggle to relate them to other
things.
By using concrete examples, you will be able to create
a
much stronger representation of that concept and be
able
to use it in a range of situations.

So, you have learned lots of material, you have asked
important questions about that material and elaborated
on its wider implications but what do you do next? Does
this = always transfer into exam results? Not always.
Having lots of information and ideas swirling around
your head doesn’t always mean you can get it down in
an exam in a way that will succeed. One of the most
effective things you can do is to get concrete examples
of abstract ideas you have learned in class. For
example,
Osmosis
Water moves from where there is a high-water potential
(a lot of free water and a low concentration
of solute) to an area of low water potential (little free
water and a high concentration of a solute). See Figure
1

Figure 1

Another useful way to use concrete examples is to study
the best possible example of the thing you are trying to
do, such as writing an essay. It’s very difficult to be
excellent if you don’t know what excellence looks like.
By evaluating an A or A* essay and taking it apart or
‘reverse engineering it’ you will begin to learn how to
put together all the information you have learned with
the bigger concepts and ideas that underpin it.

Spaced Practice
Space out your revision. Little and often is much
more effective than all at once.
Procrastination is part of human nature. Simply put,
the human brain doesn’t want to have to think hard
and will take all kinds of shortcuts in order to avoid it.
This usually results in putting things o until you have
no other option but to do it last minute. By spacing out
your revision in smaller chunks over a period of time,
you will remember that material far better and will
also be a lot less stressed.
Putting off the work is a lot harder than doing the
work.

Let’s say you have a test one week and you have 5 hours
to prepare for it broken down into 30 minute chunks.
Very often that process looks like this.

We call this process mass practice or cramming. It is one
of the least effective ways of learning as material is
quickly forgotten. It is also stressful!
If, for example you do this for a mock exam in March,
it’s highly likely you will not retain anything you have
learning by June and then you will have to repeat the
process.
Spacing your revision is more effective:

By breaking up your revision into 30 minute chunks and
spacing out the time between revision, you will
consolidate what you have learned and retain the
material much more effectively.

Interleaving
By mixing up or ‘interleaving’ what you revise and
when, you will remember that material far more
effectively simply due to the fact that you will have
to revisit that material multiple times with more
gaps in between.

For example, instead of organising your revision week
like this:

As we have seen with spaced practice, leaving gaps
between studying is very effective but what if you are
studying multiple topics within a subject? Interleaving
means mixing it up and not studying all the material at
once.

Organising it like this will be much more effective:

As you are doing this, it is also effective to make
connections between the topics you are studying
considering similarities and differences.
Studying one topic for a long time can give them the
impression you have mastered it but often this can be
misleading.

Practice
Learn the five skills
Read the above information. Using the retrieval and
interleaving models learn each skill and an example of
what you can do in your learning.
In the box to the right add details of which areas will
need your focus in September.
Revise, revise, revise!
Highlight three topics that you need to revise at GCSE
to prepare you for each of your A Level subjects.
Subject 1:

Subject 2:

Subject 3:

Preparing for
Learning
Why?
Making successful notes is important in ensuring you
have the correct information available when you need
it. The notes you make will be referred to in your
learning and will be valuable when you are completing
independent learning tasks both in College and at
home. Notes should be the first port of call when you
are revising and should always be kept in good logical
order.

How?

Notes, notes, notes
Making successful notes
Main Points
Make all of your notes neat. They don’t need to
be pretty. Readable and usable is most
important.
Organise your notes from the start. Embed the
two-folder system from the handbook.
Review your notes on a regular basis. This
should be during your learning and during your
revision.

Practice
Practicing these skills is an important part of
developing them. Ensuring you are prepared for note
taking in September will allow you to walk in
confidently into your lessons.

Tasks to Try

1

Watch the videos to the right.
• Using a template try and follow them to get
used to the layout of the page and where to
position your notes.
• Remember not to fill out the summary or cue
in the lesson.
• Leave some time and then go back to your
notes. Complete the Cue and the summary.

Quick Videos
 The Cornell Note Taking System
Cornell University

 How to Take Cornell Notes
(4 mins)

 How to study efficiently: The Cornell Notes
method
(13 mins)

 Improving Cornell Notes with Sketch noting
(10 mins)

2

Revise a topic
• Choose a challenging topic from one of your
subjects at GCSE. Read through your
materials or watch an online video about the
topic.
• Make your notes using the Cornell Method.
Really consider what you are writing and
whether it is the important information.
• Complete the Cue section at the end of your
revision.
• Leave some time and review your notes. Use
the summary section to help.

3

Apply it through the Transition Work
• Some of the tasks set by subjects will lend
themselves well to the Cornell Note taking
method. This could be watching some of the
videos, reading articles, books or blogs or
accessing new topics. Try to apply the
method in these circumstances.

Student Views
On reflection how could you have prepared yourself
better for A Level study?
I would have made sure my notes were more
organised so they would have been easier to go
through when I came back to them.

What are the most important skills a Sixth Form
student needs to start positively in Year 12?
Year 12 notes are often a foundation for Year
13 where topics are built on. Make them clear
and easy to use to help you revise.

Preparing for
Learning

Efficient Reading
Scan, Skim & Detail

Why?
Every subject will require reading. This reading will be
in different formats but understanding the context of
the reading is vital. Practice again is important along
with deciding regarding what type of reading to deploy
for the content you are using.

How?
Scanning
Scanning is a technique that is used when you read a
list or a directory. You will pass your vision speedily
over a section of text in order to find particular words
or phrases that are relevant to your current task. You
can scan:
• The introduction or preface of a text;
• The first or last paragraphs of chapters
• The concluding or summarizing chapter of a text
• The book index.

Advice:
You will do this automatically whilst searching on the
Internet. Whenever you are finding resources on the
Internet make sure that you are fully aware of whether
the research is from a reputable source. Never rely on
one piece of research – always triangulate. Try and use
a variety of sources to do this.

Skimming
Skimming is the process of speed reading for general
meaning. Let your eyes skip over sentences or phrases
which contain detail. Concentrate on identifying the
central or main points. Use this technique to:
• Pre-view a selection of text prior to detailed
reading;
• Refresh your understanding of a selection of text
following detailed reading.

Advice:
Why: Know why you are reading the information. What
does it relate to? What key terms are you looking for?
How: Read the chapter headings for the big picture.
Read the first sentence of each heading for
clarification.
Look: Cast your eye over sources, photos, diagrams,
images, charts. This will also help provide a layer of
information.
Search for Gold: Quick summaries are good to ensure
you have comprehended information in the text.

Detailed reading & note taking
When reading information for detail it is also important
to make effective notes. Use:
• Underlining and highlighting to puck out what
central or important words and phrases. Do this in
your own copy of texts or photocopies.
• Keywords to record the main headings as you read.
Use one or two key words for each main point.
• Questions to encourage you to take an active
approach to your reading. Record your questions as
you read. They can also be used as prompts to
follow up work.
• Summaries to check you have understood what you
have read. Pause after a section of text and put
what you have read in your own words. Skim over
the text to check accuracy filling in any gaps.

Advice:
Look at the SQ3R method on the next page. You can try
this by accessing some of the subject reading provided
in this booklet.

Practice
Speed Reading Test
The average number of words read in exactly one
minute is around 250. To the right is a passage to test
your speed reading. The brackets show the number of
words counted at set intervals.
Step 1
Start a stopwatch then read the text
Step 2
After one minute note the number of words you have
read. The number is your reading speed.
Step 3
Read the following tips on improving your speed
reading.
Follow the text
Follow the test with your finger or putting a ruler
under the line you are reading.
Read in silence with no distractions
Read in a space where there are no distractions. This
will be for longer periods with larger texts.
Chunk the text
Chunk the words into three or four and read them at a
glance. This should reduce the time taken.
IMPORTANT!
Remember that this method is useful for quickly
gauging whether a text is useful or to gain an insight.
This is not suitable for a full understanding. Look back
at detailed reading and note taking for further
information.

“SPRITZ - A NEW APP TO HELP YOU SPEED READ”
“Speed reading is a skill, but sometimes an imperfect
one: techniques can involve skipping words, for
instance. There is, however, a technique called rapid
serial visual presentation that involves showing (30)
words, one at a time, around a fixed focal position. This
technique aims to inhibit sub vocalisation; that is, the
practise of sounding out the words on a page in your
(60) head as you read them. Instead, it will show words
at a predetermined speed that is slow enough for your
eyes to see, but too fast for you to take (90) the time
to sound them out in your head. This is the concept
behind Spritz, a new software kit designed around
mobile devices (both Android and iOS).
According to the (120) Spritz team, some readers are
reaching speeds of 1000 words (140) per minute.
"Reading is inherently time consuming because your
eyes (150) have to move from word to word and line to
line, (160) " the website explains. "Traditional reading
also consumes huge amounts of (170) physical space on
a page or screen, which limits reading effectiveness
(180) on small displays. Scrolling, pinching and resizing
a reading area (190)
doesn't fix the problem and only frustrates people.
Now, with (200) compact text streaming from Spritz,
content can be streamed one (210) word at a time,
without forcing your eyes to spend time moving around
the page." You can give it a try (230) on its website.
Words are shown in rapid succession, ranging from two
hundred and fifty words per minute (the average adult
reading (250) rate) to five hundred words per minute,
around a single focal point, so that you do not have to
shift (270) your gaze to see them. It is this technique,
Spritz asserts, that will soon have you reading at twice
the average speed — at least.” (293)

SQ3R Method for Thorough Study
The SQ3R Method is a strategy for focused reading and
getting information from your materials. It is broken
down into the following five steps:
Step 1 Survey: Skim through the book and read topic
headings and sentences. Read summaries at the end of
chapters and books. Anticipate what is going to be said
and make notes of this.
Step 2 Questions: Turn paragraph headings into
questions. Write these out.
Step 3 Read: Read with alertness to answer the
questions you came up with. Write notes, in your own
words, under each question.
Step 4 Recall: Without looking at your books or notes
mentally visualise the high points of the material
immediately upon completing the reading. More time
should be spent on this than reading!
Step 5 Review: Look at the questions, answers and
your notes and see how well you recalled the
information.

Apply this into the subject reading that is suggested in
this booklet. Consider making some summary notes that
you could discuss with your teachers and other students
in the subjects.

Preparing for
Learning

Efficient Revision
The Revision Clock

Why?
Revision, revision, revision. Every year we start Year 12
trying our best to make the point that revision should
start straight away. The level of content in A Level is
significantly more than GCSE and it all links together.
Starting to revise and produce the revision resources as
soon as you begin Year 12 ensures that you have them
in place and that the knowledge from them can be
revisited and revised through your two years.

Student Views
Use your time at home to produce revision
resources. This means College time can be
used to complete tasks set.

Always have revision resources with you, such
as flashcards, so that you are prepared to
revise at any point in College.

On reflection, could you have prepared yourself better
for A Level study? If so how? What do you wish you had
done?
I wish I had taken more time to make more
mind maps and to revise. This would have
helped nearer the exams.

I would have taken revision more seriously
and made sure my notes were more organized
so they would be easier to go through when I
came back to them.

How?
The Revision Clock allows you to divide your time
between the three key stages of revision: check,
review and test. It also ensures that revision is time
bound and is good to use in both independent study
periods and at home.
The clock should be considered as roughly one hours’
worth of revision. Sometimes you may alter the
percentages for specific topics or specific questions.
The model to the right is generally used.

Review
The review section is the starting point of revision and
can be broken down into two key areas:
Plan
What are the gaps in knowledge? Identify a revision
focus.
For this you can use Personalised Learning Checklists
(PLC’s) which list topics covered in the course. You can
also refer to subjects’ specifications and look at
completed and marked past papers or revision notes.
Elaborate
Fill in the knowledge by manipulating information.
When a topic has been identified you elaborate on that
topic by using an identified revision method.

Tip:
Don’t just read through notes or highlight them.
Something active has to be done with the materials.
This could be mind maps, revision cards, multiple
choice tests etc.

Test
The testing section is the largest period of time. This is
where the reviewed knowledge is put into practice.
Recreate
Recreate exam conditions to complete the test.
Remove phones, complete the testing in silence and
make it time bound.
Test
Use past paper questions, plan extended essay
questions, Follow the structures for assessments given
by your teachers.

Tip:
Minimise procrastination, maximise impact. Be clear
about how to approach the different styles of
assessments in all of your subjects.

Check
The final section is checking the answers produced
during the testing section.
Check
Mark questions using the mark schemes. Look at
examiner’s reports (available on exam board websites).
Correct
Actively correct your answers. Change sentences,
rewrite pars of a question. Use the same question to
re-answer after a period of time.

Tip:
Examiners reports are useful documents to identify
common errors in student responses. Still unsure of a
topic? Identify it, review it and if you are still unsure
seek help.

Practice
It may seem strange considering your revision now.
However, in normal circumstances you would still be
learning, revising and covering content. It is highly
recommended that you maintain this revision for the
subjects that you are planning to take at A Level.
What Can I Do?

1

2

3

Check your course requirements
What do you need to know?

Look at the Bridging the Gap work and identify the
topics that you may need to recap. Unsure? Check the
entry requirements and use your checklists for GCSE to
revise the topics you found challenging.

Practice the Revision Clock
Look at the sheet above and apply it to revision

Try the method above on GCSE questions you would
have been answering. Again, this will be useful
preparation for your A Levels. It will keep your
knowledge strong but will also allow you to maintain
the exam skills which will be required in Year 12.

Review your revision practices
Spend some time looking at how you had
revised for your GCSE’s. Look at the review
questions to the right. Consider any changes or
actions that may be needed when you start
your A Levels.

What methods of revision were successful for you?
Mind maps, revision cards, etc.
What methods of testing were successful?
Multiple choice, testing from family, essay writing, etc.
How did you manage your time?
A scale from… I started early and maintained a good
level of revision to…I didn’t start revising
What actions do you want to put in place for Year
12?

Transition Work

Overview

Transition Work
The tasks at the start of this booklet consider the
necessary skills and attributes required for success. The
next section looks at specific areas that are important
for your subject preparation for A Level.
Specific transition activities will be released in Term 6.

1 Prepare

Bridging the Gap & Prior Knowledge
This work looks at the important knowledge students
will need before starting the course. Prior knowledge
from GCSE is still going to be important along with
the new knowledge that will be gained therefore it is
important to revise all of the content you have
learned in Year 10 and Year 11.
•
•
•

2 Engage

Further Reading
Subjects have provided materials for students to
read, listen to and watch. These are not compulsory
but having an awareness of what is taking place in
the subject specialisms outside of the classroom is an
important skill of a strong A Level candidate.
•
•
•

3 Demonstrate

Revise the content from GCSE as you would have
done normally to support your transition.
Check what entry requirements are needed for
your subjects. For example maths is applied in a
number of A Levels
For new subjects start looking into the identified
areas to begin to gain an insight into the topics
you will be covering.

Engage in the further reading and watching. Make
notes to sumamrise what you have found out.
When taking about your subjects you should be
able to refer to this information and use it to
show your understanding.
Be passionate. When asked why you are studying
a subject don’t just say it is interesting!

Transition Work
This work will be released in Term 6. This will be
specific tasks which are required for assessment at
the start of Year 12. These tasks will require effort
and focus. Students should demonstrate their
knowledge of any further reading and understanding
of the subject they have completed.
•

•
•

This is the first impression of you to your subject
teacher. Effort and focus will be needed to
demonstrate that you have spent time and
thought on the work.
Refer to further reading you have completed
when answering questions and finishing this work.
Be prepared to hand it in on time during
September.

Transition Work

Overview

Transition Work
In this booklet you will find the Transition Work that
you will need to complete when you begin your courses
with us in September. The work should allow you to
demonstrate your capabilities in the subject and will
also give your teachers an understanding of where your
strengths lie.
Remember this will be the first opportunity that
teachers will be able to assess your attitude towards
studying at A Level. Work will be graded on a pass/fail
basis and reported home. All Transition Work will be
handed in during the first full week of College.

Prior Knowledge
This lists the important
knowledge that you
should revise, recap and
review before starting
your course.
If you have not studied
the course at GCSE use
the suggested reading
materials to begin to
develop your knowledge.
Task Overview
An explanation of the
task that is being set as
part of your Transition
Work. This will be handed
in during the first full
week of College and
assessed as part of the
transition period.

Folders & Organisation
Students should purchase relevant folders and
materials for their subjects. General guidance
on folders can be found in the College
Handbook.
Specific subject information can be found in
this box.

All items in green will be launched after Taster Day in
Term 6

Further Reading
These resources will
support your
understanding of your
subject.
They should provide
areas of further
investigation to allow
you to develop your
passion for the subject.
Being able to refer to
and discuss these will
be an advantage.
Work to be Submitted
Specific details about
what will need to be
handed in for your
Transition Task.

Subject Textbooks
Subject textbooks are listed in priority order.
It is recommended that purchasing textbooks
does not take place until after results day.
The College will not refund any textbook
purchases if entry requirements aren’t met.
Students who are eligible for the 16-19
Bursary will have textbooks purchased for
them when enrolled at College. Please see Mrs
Hollyman.

Transition Work
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Transition Work

A Level
Art

Bridging the Gap
This is work that will not be submitted but will
provide a good foundation of knowledge that will give
you a positive start with your course.

Prior Knowledge

Further Reading

The most important thing you can do to prepare for
your Art A level is draw and explore Art to make sure
that you continue to develop and expand the skills
you learnt during your GCSE.

Books / Journals

Make use of the museums listed below to go on some
virtual and possible in person tours, then allow what
you see to influence how and what you draw.






i-D Magazine
Juxtapoz
The Artist (costs apply)
Artists & Illustrators

Instagram

Aim to complete one sustained drawing each week.
Let the size be determined by your style and subject
matter. Some of you will favour small detailed work
and others will want to work big and bold. Both are
acceptable. You might also want to have with you a
small sketch book that you can do quick recordings in.
These can be done in any media and would benefit
from annotation explaining why that object, scene,
event took your interest.

@HYPERALLERGIC
@CONTEMPORARYARTCURATOR
@ARTCOLLECTORMAGAZINE
@ARTFORUM
@ARTNET

There is the option to complete a visual diary over
the summer and if you want to start that now, we
encourage you to do so. The diary can be a
combination of photographs, drawings and a
collection of receipts, postcards, stamps, flyers from
gallery visits etc – anything that indicates the
activities you have undertaken. How you present this
work is entirely up to you. In the past we have had
students use old books, sketch books and mood
boards.

Saatchi Gallery

@ARTnews
@FLASHARTMAGAZINE
@JUZTAPOZMAG
@FRIEZE_MAGAZINE
@CANVASMAG

Websites / Apps / Blogs
Pinterest HCC Photography












V&A Museum






Musee d’Orsay, Paris

National Portrait Gallery
The Tate
The Getty Centre
Vatican Museums, Rome
Guggenheim, Bilbao
Natural History Museum
Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam
National Museum of Modern and Contemporary
Art, South Korea
The British Museum
MASP, Sao Paulo, Brazil
National Gallery

Video / TV / Multimedia



The Age of the Image. BBC iPlayer (4 episodes)

View exhibition and virtual tours at the museums listed
above.

Transition Work
This work is to be completed before starting your
course. The work will be set on Taster Day and due in
during the first full week of College. This work will be
assessed alongside subject assessments and Attitude
to Learning.

Task Overview

Work to be Submitted

Produce two A3 observational studies of manmade
and organic natural objects. Make sure each study
fills the paper and consider composition and
viewpoint.
1. Organic natural object – You must ‘draw’ this
using different types of tape. You could use
Sellotape, masking tape, gaffer tape, packing
tape, electrical tape (this comes in different
colours) You can sketch it out in pencil, but
all tone, texture and pattern needs to be
added using tape. It’s highly likely that the
end result will be textured.
2. Man-made object – You must draw this using
‘found’ objects and any colour medium you
have available at home. For example, you
could collect sticks, rocks and feathers from
your local area, then dip them into food
colouring, paint or ink to create the marks to
make your drawing. Again, you can sketch it
out in pencil first.
Be dynamic, ambitious and original in your choices.
Ensure both studies are of your highest quality.

2 A3 Studies
A visual diary (This is optional. Please see above for
details)

Preparation for September
Find below the guidance on what will be required
from September for your subjects. Subject textbooks
are listed in priority order. Please see guidance
before purchasing any textbooks.

Folders & Organisation

Subject Textbooks

If you are able to acquire a sketchbook to work in
that would be ideal. If not, you can work on paper.
We will issue you with a sketchbook when you arrive
in year 12.

No specific subject textbooks required.
A contribution of £31 for specialist materials to be used
in lesson and an A level Art pack for use at home.
This will be followed up with a £7 contribution in year 13
for additional materials.

Transition Work

A Level
Biology

Bridging the Gap
This is work that will not be submitted but will provide
a good foundation of knowledge that will give you a
positive start with your course.

Prior Knowledge

Further Reading

1. Cell Biology: Cell structure, microscopy, diffusion,
osmosis. Exchange surfaces.
2. Organisation: Enzymes, circulatory system,
disease, transpiration, translocation.
3. Infection and response: Types of disease, fighting
disease, vaccination, antibodies, monoclonal
antibodies.
4. Bioenergetics: Photosynthesis, respiration.
5. Homeostasis and response: Nervous system,
endocrine system, hormones (fertility, blood
glucose, water)
6. Inheritance, variation and evolution: DNA
structure, protein synthesis.
7. Ecology: Abiotic and biotic factors, biodiversity,
global warming, trophic levels, Biomass.

Books / Journals
Books
• Nessa Carey, Junk DNA
• Bill Bryson, A Short History of Nearly Everything
• Matt Ridley, The Red Queen
• Stephen J Gould, Hen’s Teeth and Horses Toes
• Emil Arthes, Frankenstein’s Cat
Journals
• Biological Sciences (designed for A Level Biology
students)
• New Scientist
Websites / Apps / Blogs

 Seneca Learning Examples:
•
•
•
•

A super weapon in the fight against cancer
Why bees are disappearing
Growing new organs
Why doctors don’t know about the drugs they
prescribe

Video / TV / Multimedia
•
•
•
•
•

Inherit the wind -1960
Lorenzo’s Oil -1992
Gorillas in the mist -1988
Andromida strain -1971
Something the lord made -2004

Transition Work
This work is to be completed before starting your
course. The work will be set on Taster Day and due in
during the first full week of College. This work will be
assessed alongside subject assessments and Attitude to
Learning.

Task Overview

Work to be Submitted

“Head start to A level Biology” book.
CGP
ISBN: 978-1-78294-279-5

1. Sections 1- 4, Section 6 and section 9 in the Head
start to A Level Biology book.
2. A short synopsis of a Biology related book

1. The expectation is that students fully understand
and work through sections 1 to 4, Section 6 and
section 9.
2. Evidence of having a read a Biology related book
(either from the list attached, or a student’s
choice)

Preparation for September
Find below the guidance on what will be required from
September for your subjects. Subject textbooks are
listed in priority order. Please see guidance before
purchasing any textbooks.

Folders & Organisation

Subject Textbooks

1. Folders: Divided for 2 separate teachers.
2. For each teacher separate sections for each topics,
homework easily accessible.
3. Download a copy of the AQA Biology specification

AQA Biology A Level Second Edition
Glenn Toole and Susan Toole
Nelson Thornes
ISBN: 978-0-19-835177-1
CGP A-Level Biology, AQA
Exam practice workbook
ISBN: 978-1-78294-910-7
CGP Head Start to A-Level Biology
Transition Work
ISBN: 978-1-78294-279-5

Transition Work

A Level
Business

Bridging the Gap
This is work that will not be submitted but will provide
a good foundation of knowledge that will give you a
positive start with your course.

Prior Knowledge

Further Reading

You do not have to have studied GCSE Business to start
this A level. You will be taught everything that you
need to know. However, you will get a head start if
you know what the following are:
• Opportunity Cost
• Unit costs
• The difference between making a profit and
making a loss
• Break Even
• Cashflow
• Productivity
• The Supply Chain
• The Marketing Mix
• The difference between the Public Sector and the
Private Sector of the economy
• The difference between a Shareholder and a
Stakeholder
• Target Market / Audience
• Market Segments
• Market Share
• The difference between Primary and Secondary
Data
• Organisation Charts

Books / Journals
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Steven Case, The Third Wave
Richard Branson, Losing My Virginity
Martha Stewart, Martha Rules: 10 essentials for
achieving success as you start, build or manage a
business
Phil Knight, The Shoe Dog, A Memoir by the Creator
of Nike
Jonah Berger, Contagious: Why Things Catch On
James Dyson, Against the odds
Anita Roddick, Business as Unusual
Emily Chang, Brotopia
Michael Hyatt, Your Best Year Ever
Daymond John, Rise and Grind
Daniel Coyle, The Culture Code
Michael J. Casey and Paul Vigna, The Truth Machine
The Business Review (Phillip Allen)
The Economist (The Economist Group)

Websites / Apps / Blogs




Tutor2U Business
Business Ed

Twitter
•
•
•
•

@BusinessEconHCC
@Tutor2U Business
@Bee Business Bee
@Freakonomics

Video / TV / Multimedia

YouTube



•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tutor2U
Bee Business Bee
Wall Street: Money Never Sleeps (2010)
The Big Short (2015)
The Godfather (1972)
Glengarry Glen Ross (1992)
Boiler Room (2000)
The Social Network (200)
Citizen Kane (1941)
The Apartment (1960)
Office Space (1999)

Transition Work
This work is to be completed before starting your
course. The work will be set on Taster Day and due in
during the first full week of College. This work will be
assessed alongside subject assessments and Attitude to
Learning.

Task Overview

Work to be Submitted

This is research into some basic Key Terms & important
Business data
1. Business Introduction – find the meanings of the
following key terms in simple language
a) Opportunity Cost
b) Market Capitalisation
c) The separation of Ownership from Control
2. Business Data – use the following URL:
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy , to find the
following pieces of economic data
a) The number of people unemployed in June
b) The unemployment rate (expressed as a
percentage) in June
c) The official rate of price inflation (CPI-H for the
year to June)
d) The official rate of Economic Growth for the
year to June (search for Gross Domestic
Product: q1-q4 growth rate CVM SA %)
For each type of data give ONE reason why a business
needs to know it in at least 2 linked sentences.

Work should be submitted in the following format and
structured as follows so that your answers are in full
sentences. We suggest that you type this up in MS
Word. Template available in additional resources.
• Opportunity Cost means…
• Market Capitalisation means…
• The separation of Ownership from control means….
• Unemployment in July = ……… people.
• Unemployment rate in July = ………% of the
workforce. One reason why a business needs to
know the number of people unemployed and the
unemployment rate is because… (at least 2 linked
sentences)
• July inflation = ………% per year. . One reason why a
business needs to know the Inflation rate is
because… (at least 2 linked sentences)
• Annual Economic Growth (July = ………% per year.
One reason why a business needs to know the rate
of GDP growth is because… (at least 2 linked
sentences)

Preparation for September
Find below the guidance on what will be required from
September for your subjects. Subject textbooks are
listed in priority order. Please see guidance before
purchasing any textbooks.

Folders & Organisation

Subject Textbooks

Start off with 1 Lever Arch A4 folder, with wide
separators for each of the parts of the course. You
need sections for the following:
• Self-review checklists
• Current work / unmarked homework for
teacher 1
• Current work / unmarked homework for
teacher 2
• Key terms
• Assessments & feedback
• Notes / classwork for teacher 1
• Notes / classwork for teacher 1
• Revision

AQA Business for A Level
Marcouse, Hammond & Watson
ISBN: 978-1-4718-3569-8
This is the course textbook. It is essential that you
have a copy of this at home to help with regular
review, homework and revision. You are expected to
read the relevant pages for each lesson as you go along.

Transition Work

A Level
Chemistry

Bridging the Gap
This is work that will not be submitted but will provide
a good foundation of knowledge that will give you a
positive start with your course.

Prior Knowledge

Further Reading

I have set some online questions for you to practice by
going to the following link and signing up for free:
https://isaacphysics.org/account?authToken=TNNQFQ

Books / Journals

The questions will then show up as assignments and the
computer will mark them for you. This is a free
resource and you can complete as many of as little as
you like.
You can revise these topics using your GCSE revision
guide or notes, or by using the suggested videos below.
I have tried to suggest a range of video sources,
although if you have a preferred presenter, please use
those.
Atomic Number and Mass Number
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jNmNyy2BX4g
Nuclear Fusion
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g_BUbEIyaz8
Patterns in the periodic table
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TtHzxEjizpY
Bonding and Structure
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YpEQ-NWxKBc
Group 1 and 2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CmiitvJiCPc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8qh5myTmcRs
Balancing Equations
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Juem0lcifE
Percentage Yield
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jtAj0s203CI
Concentration of Solutions
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3G3KQIyoZDI

•
•
•
•

Hugh Aldersey-Williams, Periodic Tales: The Curious
Lives of the Elements.
ISBN: 9780141041452
Marty Jopson, The Science of Everyday Life: Why
Teapots Dribble, Toast Burns and Light Bulbs Shine.
ISBN: 9781782434184
Ben Goldacre, Bad Science
ISBN: 9780007284870
CGP, Headstart to A Level Chemistry
ISBN: 9781782942801

Websites / Apps / Blogs
Twitter
Royal Society of Chemistry @RoySocChem
Video / TV / Multimedia
Try the TV series ‘Rough Science’. An entertaining
BBC documentary series in which a team of
scientists are sent to a remote location and must
complete various using only basic tools and
supplies, and whatever materials they can extract
from the environment around them.
These can be found on DailyMotion

Transition Work
This work is to be completed before starting your
course. The work will be set on Taster Day and due in
during the first full week of College. This work will be
assessed alongside subject assessments and Attitude to
Learning.

Task Overview

Work to be Submitted

Answer the 30 multiple choice questions provided.
You will probably need to use paper or online resources
to help with this.

The answers to the 30 questions, along with any
workings out shown.

It is linked to GCSE level chemistry, but will be
demanding and require thought and effort. Show the
working out for the mathematical questions.

Preparation for September
Find below the guidance on what will be required from
September for your subjects. Subject textbooks are
listed in priority order. Please see guidance before
purchasing any textbooks.

Folders & Organisation

Subject Textbooks

You will need a folder for A level chemistry with
dividers for five year 1 units and five year 2 units.
You must have a scientific calculator.
A mobile device that can be used to access online
resources in lesson is highly recommended. Online
practical
method sheets will need to be accessed in class or
printed out prior to the lesson.

OCR A Level Salters' Advanced Chemistry
Student Book (OCR B)
2 Year Textbook (All in One)
ISBN: 978-0198332909
Or separate year 1 and 2 books
OCR A Level Salters' Advanced Chemistry
Year 1 and AS Student Book (OCR B)
ISBN: 978-0198332893
OCR A Level Salters' Advanced Chemistry
Year 2 Student Book (OCR B)
ISBN: 978-0198357681

Transition Work

A Level
Computing

Bridging the Gap
This is work that will not be submitted but will provide
a good foundation of knowledge that will give you a
positive start with your course.

Prior Knowledge

Further Reading

It will be very beneficial if you have a basic grasp of
the computer language Python. We are aware that
some of you won’t have any experience in
programming but if you know some of the basic syntax
you’ll enjoy coding far more.

Books / Journals

 The Basic Principles of Computers for Everyone
 What Is the Name of This Book?: The Riddle of
Dracula and Other Logical Puzzles (Dover
Recreational Math)

Websites / Apps / Blogs

 Open Book Project
 Computing Puzzles
 A Level Computing
Video / TV / Multimedia

 National Museum of Computing – Virtual Tour

Transition Work
This work is to be completed before starting your
course. The work will be set on Taster Day and due in
during the first full week of College. This work will be
assessed alongside subject assessments and Attitude to
Learning.

Task Overview

Work to be Submitted

Python (No experience)
The idea is that you all have a basic grasp of this
computer language. Please create an account for the
following website:
• If you haven’t studied GCSE Computing
• You took GCSE last year but used a different
language
https://www.codecademy.com/learn/python

We’ll look at your online accounts to see how much
work has been completed.

Work through from the beginning of the course. It’s
designed to take around 13 hours so you’ll only be
expected to do the first couple of sections.
Python (experienced)
If you are proficient in Python please create an
account for:
https://projecteuler.net/
Work through the questions in order. They start simply
and get much harder! In two hours you won’t get
through more than a handful.
Please email Mr Sparrow (isparrow@heathfieldcc.co.uk)
or Miss Walter (lwalter@heathfieldcc.co.uk) if you
have any problems.

Preparation for September
Find below the guidance on what will be required from
September for your subjects. Subject textbooks are
listed in priority order. Please see guidance before
purchasing any textbooks.

Folders & Organisation

Subject Textbooks

All work will be stored electronically so no folders will
be needed.

No textbook required

Transition Work

BTEC
Creative Media

Bridging the Gap
This is work that will not be submitted but will provide
a good foundation of knowledge that will give you a
positive start with your course.

Prior Knowledge

Further Reading

You will all come with different knowledge, some of
you will have done GCSE Media and therefore have
academic knowledge, some of you will have done NCFE
Interactive Media and will have good technical skills.
Identify where your weaknesses are and use the
following resources to ‘bridge the gap.’

Books / Journals

Key Concepts
Representation, audience, genre, form, institution and
narrative. (Link)
Production Skills
Use the ‘Everyone Can Create Video’ resources
provided by Apple. (Link)
The chapters for silent movies, creating a trailer and
creating a movie pitch will provide you with excellent
technical skills.
For those with good production skills, look at chapter 4
and consider making tutorials that your classmates
could use. This is an excellent way of consolidating
your knowledge.

Websites / Apps / Blogs
Look at examples of creative design (link)
Video / TV / Multimedia
Watch some of the ‘big releases’ over the summer
(link)

Transition Work
This work is to be completed before starting your
course. The work will be set on Taster Day and due in
during the first full week of College. This work will be
assessed alongside subject assessments and Attitude to
Learning.

Task Overview

Work to be Submitted

You need to engage with at least 5 different pieces of
media during a 5-week period. Examples could be: a
television programme, a film, a computer game, a
social network site or a radio programme.
As you are a media student, there are certain
expectations
about the things you should include. Write an entry on
your blog for each of the pieces of media you have
engaged with.
The format below gives you the bare minimum:
• Name of the Text:
• Date/Time:
• Where did you find it?
• Genre:
• What is the purpose?
• Institution producing the text:
• Target audience:
• Your reaction to the text?
• Why would people consume the text?
• Could some people react in different ways to the
text? How?
(You can include screen grabs of articles, headlines,
images or video clips that might be useful to illustrate
your points)

Create a blog online at google drive (see
example provided here
Send me a link to this blog:
BMaguire@heathfieldcc.co.uk

Preparation for September
Find below the guidance on what will be required from
September for your subjects. Subject textbooks are
listed in priority order. Please see guidance before
purchasing any textbooks.

Folders & Organisation

Subject Textbooks

You will need a folder with dividers for your written
work. All other equipment will be provided – any
electronic
devices that you own – laptops/tablets/smart phones
etc. will be useful.

No textbook required

Transition Work

A Level
Drama

Bridging the Gap
This is work that will not be submitted but will
provide a good foundation of knowledge that will give
you a positive start with your course.

Prior Knowledge

Further Reading

•

Books

•

Knowledge of Key theatre practitioners such as
Stanislavski, Brecht and Artaud
How to analyse a theatre performance

Peter Shaffer, Equus
Research into the playwright Peter Shaffer.
• Who he was influenced by and his ideas about
theatre. Make notes on him and his work
• Make notes on the theatre styles of
psychological realism and expressionism.
Websites / Apps / Blogs
YouTube










Interview with the Director
Audience review of the play
Clips from production of Equus
Whole production in a different language
Whole production in a different language
Another production of Equus
Another production of Equus
Review of Bennet’s play

Written Reviews of the play






The Guardian
What’s On Stage
Casarotto
Stratford East

Video / TV / Multimedia



Film Version

Transition Work
This work is to be completed before starting your
course. The work will be set on Taster Day and due in
during the first full week of College. This work will be
assessed alongside subject assessments and Attitude
to Learning.

Task Overview

Work to be Submitted

Character Study (Stanislavski’s Given Circumstances)
Please order and read this copy of “Equus”: Peter
Shaffer- ISBN 9708141188904
As you read the text please make notes on each
character under the following given circumstance
(some sections require you to copy quotes from the
text).
I would also like you to do some research on the
author Peter Shaffer and make some notes on him and
his theatre work in the bottom box.

Complete table (available on website)

Preparation for September
Find below the guidance on what will be required
from September for your subjects. Subject textbooks
are listed in priority order. Please see guidance before
purchasing any textbooks.

Folders & Organisation

Subject Textbooks

You will need to have a ring binder with plastic
pockets to keep all your notes including the ones
above on Equus and Peter Shaffer.

Edexcel AS/A level Drama and Theatre by John
Johnson and John Davey
Published by Pearson
ISBN: 978-1-29215062-8
Equus
Peter Shaffer
ISBN: 978-0141188904

Transition Work

A Level
Economics

Bridging the Gap
This is work that will not be submitted but will provide
a good foundation of knowledge that will give you a
positive start with your course.

Prior Knowledge

Further Reading

You do not have to have studied GCSE Economics to
start this A level. You will be taught everything that
you need to know. However, you will get a head start
if you know what the following are:
• Opportunity Cost
• Economic Agents
• Basic Needs
• Wants
• Production
• Consumption
• Scientific Methodology
• The difference between price and cost
• The difference between making a profit and
making a loss
• Demand
• Supply
• GDP
• Economic Growth
• The difference between employment and
unemployment
• Inflation
• The Balance of Payments
• The difference between a budget deficit and a
balance of payments deficit

Books / Journals
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Steve Levitt & Stephen Dubner, Freakonomics
Steve Levitt & Stephen Dubner, Super Freakonomics
Steve Levitt & Stephen Dubner, Think like a Freak
Steve Levitt & Stephen Dubner, When to Rob a Bank
Steven Landsburg, The Armchair Economist
Tim Harford, The Undercover Economist
Richard H Thaler, Misleading
Dan Ariely, Predictably Irrational
Richard H Thaler & Cass R Sunstein, Nudge
George A Akerlof & Robert J Shiller, Phishing for
Phools
Kate Raworth, Doughnut Economics
Economics Review, Phillip Allen
The Economist, The Economist Group

Websites / Apps / Blogs




Tutor2U Economics
Economics Online

Twitter
•
•
•
•
•
•

@BusinessEconHCC
@econplusdal
@Tutor2U Economics
@Freakonomics
@EconomicsHelp
@The EconomicPoet

Video / TV / Multimedia
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Moneyball (2011)
Wall Street (1987)
Wall Street: Money Never Sleeps (2010)
The Big Short (2015)
Too big to fail (2011)
A Beautiful Mind (2001)
Margin call (2011)
Boiler Room (2000)

YouTube






Transition Work

Tutor2U
Econplusdal
ACDC Economics
mjmfoodie

This work is to be completed before starting your
course. The work will be set on Taster Day and due in
during the first full week of College. This work will be
assessed alongside subject assessments and Attitude to
Learning.

Task Overview

Work to be Submitted

This is research into some basic Key Terms &
important economic data
1. General – watch the two videos and answer the
following:
Video 1
1. What is economics?
2. What is positive economics?
3. What is normative economics?
4. What is micro economics?
5. What is macro economcs?
6. Video 2. Watch the film. Why will
economics be the most important class you
will ever take?
2. Micro Economics – find the meaning of the
following key term – use the course textbook!
a. Opportunity Cost
3. Macro Economics – use this link to find and present
the following UK economic data for the last 10
years in both a table and a graph.
a. Balance of payments – current account
balance (£)
b. Labour Market Statistics – unemployment
rate (% by age)
c. Consumer price index (annual inflation - %)
d. Economic Growth – Quarterly national
accounts – growth rate (%)
4. For each dataset item, outline one thing it tells us
about the health of the UK economy. No more than
3-4 sentences each.

Work should be submitted so that all answers are in full
sentences and tables and graphs are properly labelled your response will be longer than 2 sides of A4 paper –
we suggest that you type it in MS Word. Use the
template provided if required.

Preparation for September
Find below the guidance on what will be required from
September for your subjects. Subject textbooks are
listed in priority order. Please see guidance before
purchasing any textbooks.

Folders & Organisation

Subject Textbooks

Starting off with 1 Lever Arch A4 folder with wide
separators for each of the parts of the course. You can
add to these in order to separate topics out as you go
along BUT you need sections for the following:
• Self-review checklists
• Current work / unmarked homework for
teacher 1
• Current work / unmarked homework for
teacher 2
• Key terms
• Assessments & feedback
• Notes / classwork for teacher 1
• Notes / classwork for teacher 1
• Revision

Economics Sixth Edition
Alain Anderton
ISBN: 978-0-9931331-0-7
http://andertonpress.co.uk/student-book/
This is the course textbook. It is essential that you
have a copy of this at home to help with regular
review, homework and revision. You are expected to
read the relevant pages for each lesson as you go along.

Transition Work

A Level
English Language

Bridging the Gap
This is work that will not be submitted but will provide
a good foundation of knowledge that will give you a
positive start with your course.

Prior Knowledge

Further Reading

Scrapbook
The Language course has many different sections creative, analytical and reflective. Keeping a
scrapbook will help you to start to understand the
breadth and depth of language study. Split the
scrapbook into two sections.

Books / Journals

Section 1: Language in action - into this section copy
or paste pieces of writing that have captured your
imagination or curiosity. This could be drawn from
novels, speeches, websites, plays, poems, adverts,
articles or leaflets. Find interesting and unusual
examples of language in action. Ultimately, you'll be
writing your own novel openings, travel writing and
persuasive texts, so find some great model examples
for these and stick them in.
Section 2: Whose language is it anyway? - into this
section copy or paste any writing you can find ABOUT
language. This could be articles on how texting is
affecting daily language use, or how young people
talk, or how accent and dialect affect people's views
of the speaker. Once you start looking, you'll find that
a lot of people have very strong views on how language
is used and how they think it ought to be used. Try to
get as many of these articles as you can - they'll be
extremely useful next year!
Understanding the press
How much do you know about the British press?
What do the terms 'tabloid' and 'broadsheet' mean?
Why do we use them even now most papers are the
same size? Find out!
Investigate the following titles and see what you can
discover about who they're aimed at, who they
represent, what stories they cover and what attitudes
they have towards social and political issues.
• The Daily Telegraph
• The Daily Mail
• The Times
• The Express
• The Guardian (and
• The Mirror
Observer)
• The Sun
• The Independent
Choose a couple of key stories and compare how each
paper has chosen to report the same story. This works
best if you can pick one story that appears in all
papers on the same day. Look at what details the
papers choose to focus on (or ignore). Look at the
language they use - is it designed to reassure, to
outrage, to inform, to persuade, to shock?
Internal candidates: Log in to the ‘Preparing for A
Level English Language’ Google Classroom and

•
•
•
•

David Crystal, The Story of English in 100 Words
David Crystal, Rediscover Grammar
Deborah Cameron, The Myth of Mars and Venus
Laura Bates, Everyday Sexism

Websites / Apps / Blogs
Watch David Crystal’s lectures on YouTube
Read a variety of entries on the following blogs:
• http://englishlangsfx.blogspot.com/
• https://debuk.wordpress.com/
• https://stronglang.wordpress.com/
• https://korystamper.wordpress.com/
Twitter
•

@hcclang

Video / TV / Multimedia

complete the ‘Making the Leap to A Level Language’
task booklet. Class code: 4hf7igk
External candidates: Email
csavage@heathfieldcc.co.uk for a task booklet.

Transition Work
This work is to be completed before starting your
course. The work will be set on Taster Day and due in
during the first full week of College. This work will be
assessed alongside subject assessments and Attitude to
Learning.

Task Overview

Work to be Submitted

Read ‘Mother Tongue’ by Bill Bryson and keep chapter
by chapter notes as you read it. Come ready to discuss
the key ideas (there is a worksheet that will be sent
out to help with this)

Complete worksheet available on the website.

Preparation for September
Find below the guidance on what will be required from
September for your subjects. Subject textbooks are
listed in priority order. Please see guidance before
purchasing any textbooks.

Folders & Organisation

Subject Textbooks

A lever arch folder with dividers will be essential to
organise notes for different areas of study.
A scrapbook to keep cuttings from newspapers and
other sources about language and linguistic issues.

Mother Tongue (Penguin)
Bill Bryson
ISBN: 978-0141040080
AQA A Level English Language: Student Book
Dan Clayton
ISBN: 978-0198334002
The Story of English in 100 Words (Profile Books)
David Crystal
ISBN: 978-1846684289

Transition Work

A Level
English Literature

Bridging the Gap
This is work that will not be submitted but will provide
a good foundation of knowledge that will give you a
positive start with your course.

Prior Knowledge

Further Reading

Read, read, read!
There are so many wonderful books out there - get
reading!

Books / Journals

Make your first book ‘The Great Gatsby’ by F. Scott
Fitzgerald (there’s a great film version directed by Baz
Luhrmann to watch afterwards). If you can’t get hold
of a paper copy, it’s available here
Once you’ve finished that, read as much as you can
and as widely as you can.
A good place to start reading free books is the top 100
free classics on the Gutenberg site here
Make sure you keep a detailed reading log as you go,
with brief notes to remind you what happens in each
chapter and a space to note down the quotations that
really capture your imagination or strike your heart.
Reading logs are invaluable for helping you find track
the story when you're looking back at the text in later
months!
Internal candidates: Log in to the ‘Preparing for A
Level English Language’ Google Classroom and
complete the ‘Making the Leap to A Level Literature
task booklet. Class code: btmpnvy
External candidates: Email
csavage@heathfieldcc.co.uk for a task booklet.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice
Charles Dickens, Hard Times, Great Expectations
Mary Shelley, Frankenstein
William Morris, News from Nowhere
Oscar Wilde, The Picture of Dorian Gray
Charlotte Perkins Gilman, The Yellow Wallpaper
D. H. Lawrence, Lady Chatterley’s Lover
Dodie Smith, I Capture the Castle
George Orwell, 1984
Aldous Huxley, Brave New World
J.D.Salinger,The Catcher in the Rye
Sylvia Plath, The Bell Jar
Zadie Smith, White Teeth
Ian McEwan, On Chesil Beach

Websites / Apps / Blogs
Twitter
•

@heathlit

Video / TV / Multimedia

Transition Work
This work is to be completed before starting your
course. The work will be set on Taster Day and due in
during the first full week of College. This work will be
assessed alongside subject assessments and Attitude to
Learning.

Task Overview

Work to be Submitted

Read ‘Frankenstein’ by Mary Shelly and keep a reading
log of your thoughts as you read it. Come ready to
discuss the key themes and ideas (there is a worksheet
that will be sent out to help with this)

Complete worksheet available on the website.

Preparation for September
Find below the guidance on what will be required from
September for your subjects. Subject textbooks are
listed in priority order. Please see guidance before
purchasing any textbooks.

Folders & Organisation

Subject Textbooks

A lever arch folder with dividers will be essential to
organise notes for different areas of study.
A good sized notebook (A5 hardback) to keep a reading
log of useful notes and quotations from each book you
read.

Wuthering Heights (Wordsworth Classics)
Emily Bronte
ISBN: 978-1853260018
Far from the Madding Crowd (Wordsworth Classics)
Thomas Hardy
ISBN: 978-1853260674
The Awakening (Penguin)
Kate Chopin
ISBN: 978-0241341421
A Streetcar named Desire (Penguin)
Tennessee Williams
ISBN: 978-0141190273
Othello (Cambridge School Shakespeare)
William Shakespeare
ISBN: 978-1107615595
Skirrid Hill
Owen Sheers
ISBN: 978-1854114037
The Great Gatsby (Wordsworth Classics)
F. Scott Fitzgerald
ISBN: 978-1853260414
The Color Purple
Alice Walker
ISBN: 978-1474607254
Frankenstein (Wordsworth Classics)
Mary Shelly
ISBN: 978-1853260230

Transition Work

EPQ
Design & Technology

Bridging the Gap
This is work that will not be submitted but will
provide a good foundation of knowledge that will give
you a positive start with your course.

Prior Knowledge

Further Reading

From GCSE Design & Technology
• Materials and their properties; wood,
manufactured boards, metals and alloys,
polymers, textiles, smart, modern and composite
materials.
• Suitable methods for joining and finishing
materials.
• Industrial production.
• Environmental issues and sustainability.

Books / Journals

 Deezeen Weekly
Websites / Apps / Blogs

 Heathfield CC Product Design
 Design Insider
Video / TV / Multimedia






How to Make (BBC iPlayer)
Flatpack Empire – Episode 1
Flatpack Empire – Episode 2
Flatpack Empire – Episode 3

Transition Work
This work is to be completed before starting your
course. The work will be set on Taster Day and due in
during the first full week of College. This work will be
assessed alongside subject assessments and Attitude to
Learning.

Task Overview

Work to be Submitted

You are to produce a final design concept for one of the
following problems.
Problem 1
In inner cities large apartment blocks are built with
limited outside space. Design a suitable method of
encouraging families to grow their own vegetables by
using a planter that can be fitted to a windowsill or a
balcony.
Problem 2
Effective storage in a child’s bedroom is a must. Design
a suitable method of storing a range of different objects
under a bed. The product should have a suitable method
of locking or closing to keep items safe.

For this task you are expected to produce:
• 1 A3 sheet of research presented in a format of
your choosing – this can be completed using a
computer.
• 1 A3 sheet of initial design concepts – you must
include some hand sketching on this sheet but you
may use Computer Aided Design and models which
are photographed to support your ideas.
If you have any questions regarding the summer task,
please email sconnelley@heathfieldcc.co.uk for
support

Preparation for September
Find below the guidance on what will be required from
September for your subjects. Subject textbooks are
listed in priority order. Please see guidance before
purchasing any textbooks.

Folders & Organisation

Subject Textbooks

Students will require basic writing and drawing
equipment including a pencil set (ranging from 2H -2B),
pens, eraser, ruler, and a set of colouring pencils (A
personal A5 or A4 ‘ideas’ sketch book is also
recommended for
those Eureka! Moments).

No textbook required
A £15 contribution for materials will be requested at
the start of the course.

Transition Work

A Level
French

Bridging the Gap
This is work that will not be submitted but will provide
a good foundation of knowledge that will give you a
positive start with your course.

Prior Knowledge

Further Reading

Revise and recap the following tenses, how they are
formed and why they are used.
• Present
• Imperfect
• Perfect
• Future
• Conditional
https://www.languageguide.org/french/grammar/

Books / Journals

Prepare mind maps / revision cards on the end of unit
vocabulary of Theme 1 and Theme 2 of the Edexcel A
Level French Textbook.

Reading

Websites / Apps / Blogs
Listening

 1jour1eactu
 French Pod 101
 Le Figaro
 Le Monde
 Un Journeactu
Grammar

 Language Guide
YouTube







Present Tense
Perfect Tense
Imperfect Tense
Future Tense
Conditional Tense

Video / TV / Multimedia

 Netflix – search for French films or series e.g. J’ai
perdu mon corps, l’atelier, le monde est a toi or
use the website below for other suggestions

Purchase “La vie en Rose” by Olivier Dahan as this is a
film that is studied.

Transition Work
This work is to be completed before starting your
course. The work will be set on Taster Day and due in
during the first full week of College. This work will be
assessed alongside subject assessments and Attitude to
Learning.

Task Overview

Work to be Submitted

The A Level course expects you to have cultural and
historical awareness of France and French speaking
countries. Therefore, in order to develop your
knowledge on these areas please complete the
following:

Hand in knowledge of France work.

•
•
•
•
•

Evidence of learning of verbs – you will have a verb test
from English to French.

Produce a list of French speaking countries and
their capital cities.
Don’t forget what is known as DOM-TOM
Print off a map of France showing the main regions
departments and cities of the country.
Print off a geographical map of France showing
mountains and rivers in the target language.
Choose and read an article every week from
www.unjouruneactu.co.uk website and summarise
it is English.

Learn all of the verbs in the French Worksheet

Preparation for September
Find below the guidance on what will be required from
September for your subjects. Subject textbooks are
listed in priority order. Please see guidance before
purchasing any textbooks.

Folders & Organisation

Subject Textbooks

In an A4 folder please use file dividers and label each
one with the following:
• Grammar
• Themes 1: les changements dans la société
française
• Theme 2: la culture politique et artistique dans les
pays francophones
• Film: la vie en rose

Grammar Work book French 1 and 2
ISBN: 978 1 5104 1722 9
ISBN: 978 1 5104 1723 6
Textbook Edexcel A Level French
Hodder Education
ISBN: 978- 1-4718- 5816-1
La vie en rose
d'Olivier Dahan (in French with English subtitles)
DVD film

Transition Work

A Level
Geography

Bridging the Gap
This is work that will not be submitted but will provide
a good foundation of knowledge that will give you a
positive start with your course.

Prior Knowledge

Further Reading

We will start the physical geography side of the course
by looking at the earth’s life support systems and in
particular the carbon and water cycle. Spend some
time refreshing your knowledge of how carbon
emissions change the climate and how this can be
managed. Also consider how water moves through the
water cycle and how human action may change this.

Books / Journals

In human geography you will study the nature of
places. Look back over your work on a city in a HIC and
a city in an LIC/NEE and consider what factors have
shaped the nature of that place.

 Geographical
 Geography Review

Books
• James Lovelock , Gaia: A New Look at Life on Earth
• Tim Marshall, Prisoners of Geography
• Ben Judah, This is London
• Simon Lewis & Mark Maslin, The Human Planet
Journals

Websites / Apps / Blogs

 Geography News blog
 The Guardian
Video / TV / Multimedia
YouTube






Planet of the Humans
What do our landscapes tell us about culture
The Power of Geography
Colliding Continents

Transition Work
This work is to be completed before starting your
course. The work will be set on Taster Day and due in
during the first full week of College. This work will be
assessed alongside subject assessments and Attitude to
Learning.

Task Overview

Work to be Submitted

It is important that Geographers at A Level read
around their subject. Visit
https://geographyexcel.wordpress.com/ where you
will find information on a range of different topics.
• First – look for the follow by email instructions on
the right-hand side. Enter your email address. You
will be emailed new articles when they appear
next year.
• Chose five articles on the site that you think will
be interesting.
• Read the information (including the hyperlinked
articles).
• Answer the prompt questions – in full.

The answers to the questions on five of the articles.

Preparation for September
Find below the guidance on what will be required from
September for your subjects. Subject textbooks are
listed in priority order. Please see guidance before
purchasing any textbooks.

Folders & Organisation

Subject Textbooks

You will need at least one folder for geography;
although you may prefer a different one for human and
physical geography to save you bringing the whole
thing in each day.

OCR A Level Geography Second Edition
Michael Raw et al
ISBN: 978-1471858703

You will need to divide your folder up into the key
ideas of each topic. We will go through these key ideas
in the
first lesson.
The front of your folder should contain information on
the course structure and your reading log – both of
these
will be given to you in the first week.

Transition Work

A Level
Government & Politics

Bridging the Gap
This is work that will not be submitted but will provide
a good foundation of knowledge that will give you a
positive start with your course.

Prior Knowledge

Further Reading

Watch the following podcasts and YouTube channels to
build on your prior knowledge of Government and
Politics.

Books / Journals

UK Parliament
The UK Parliament’s YouTube channel offers a
good section explaining the workings of
Parliament as well as regular updates on
important votes and debates taking place.
TLDR news
Provides good quality, short updates on key
political events occurring each week.
This offers a weekly Podcast covering
contemporary events in UK and US politics.

•
•

Margaret Walters, Feminism: a very short
introduction, Oxford: Oxford OUP, 2015
Michael Freedan, Liberalism: a very short
introduction, Oxford: OUP Oxford, 2015

Websites / Apps / Blogs
There are excellent newspaper websites, probably the
most comprehensive are;






BBC News - Politics
Politics Home
The Guardian
This is a US website that has links to news sources
on the political left and right as well as up-to-date
polling data

 CNN: American news channel
Video / TV / Multimedia

 Question Time most Thursdays BBC1
Simon Shama, A History of Britain, Revolutions
episode
Genius of the modern world: Karl Marx

 Politics live (weekdays on BBC2)

Transition Work
This work is to be completed before starting your
course. The work will be set on Taster Day and due in
during the first full week of College. This work will be
assessed alongside subject assessments and Attitude to
Learning.

Task Overview

Work to be Submitted

Task 1; research and complete the key concepts table
below. This is not a copy and paste exercise, you need
to show that you have understood what these concepts
are. Please ensure that you have a paper copy of the
table ready for checking at the start of September.

Complete the table and short report of a current
political issue. This should be typed or hand written.

Key term
Democracy
• Direct democracy
• Representative democracy
Constitution
Parliamentary sovereignty
The rule of law
The franchise
Political Participation
(Written) Codified Constitution
(Un-written) Un-codified Constitution
Unitary State
Federal State
Parliamentary Sovereignty
Judicial Independence

Definition

Task 2; create a short report (1 page of A4) on a
current political issue that interests you. For example:
Extinction Rebellion, Tuition fees, Brexit, Immigration.
Please ensure that you have a paper copy of your
report ready for handing in at the start of September.
i)
What is this issue about?
ii)
What are the different political views,
iii)
What do you think and why?

Preparation for September
Find below the guidance on what will be required from
September for your subjects. Subject textbooks are
listed in priority order. Please see guidance before
purchasing any textbooks.

Folders & Organisation

Subject Textbooks

Ensure that you have a good system of filing and
maintaining your notes in place before you start the
course.

Edexcel GCE Politics AS and A-level Student Book
and eBook
Edexcel GCE Politics 2017
ISBN; 978-1292187020

Your folder should have;
• File dividers for the different topics you will cover
• Polly pockets for safely storing resources and
assessments
Your folders will be checked termly to ensure
consistency, you will appreciate an organised folder
when you come to revise at the end of the course!

Transition Work

A Level
History

Bridging the Gap
This is work that will not be submitted but will provide
a good foundation of knowledge that will give you a
positive start with your course.

Prior Knowledge

Further Reading

Unit 1: The Early Stuarts and the English Civil War

Books / Journals

 Complete the Course (free)

This is a 6-week course provided by the
University of Roehampton that gives an
overview of the Tudor period. In 5 hours, a
week, it explores the political and social
developments of the Tudors, which will provide
a good background to the Early Stuarts Unit. It
starts on 11th May and sign up is free for the
basic version of the course.

 Read and take notes

T. Borman (2013) James VI and I: The king who
hunted witches, BBC History Magazine

Unit 2: The American Revolution

 Watch and take notes

The Joanne Freeman lectures will often be
referred to throughout the teaching of this
topic. Her first lecture gives a good overview of
the period.

•

J. Morrill (2000)
Stuart Britain: A Very Short Introduction
IBSN 0192854003

•

R. J. Allison (2015)
The American Revolution: A Very Short
Introduction
IBSN 0190225068

 P. Croft (2005), The Gunpower Plot, History Today
 C.Jowit (2017), The Savagery and Civility of the
Thanksgiving Feast, History Today

Websites / Apps / Blogs

 The American Revolution Institute
 The National Archives
Video / TV / Multimedia

 James I: A court at Play (lecture by Gresham
College)

 Gunpowder, Treason and Plot, currently available
on - demand on Channel 4

 The Ideas of the American Constitution (lecture by
Mercer University)

 Mary Queen of Scots BBC Radio Four In Our Time
Pocast

 Hamilton: The Man Behind the Musical History
Extra Podcast

 Edmund Burke BBC Radio Four In Our Time Podcast

Transition Work
This work is to be completed before starting your
course. The work will be set on Taster Day and due in
during the first full week of College. This work will be
assessed alongside subject assessments and Attitude to
Learning.

Task Overview

Work to be Submitted

1. Read the article (Link):
2. Historian Matthew White calls Stuart Britain a
‘turbulent period’. Consider the article above and
any additional materials you may have looked at in
preparation for your history course, to make a
judgement about how far he is correct.
3. Write a 500- 1000 word essay that answers this
question: How accurate is White’s opinion that
Stuart Britain was a turbulent time for the ordinary
people?

1. A typed 4 paragraph essay of between 500- 1000
words.
2. The essay must include:
• An introduction that begins to discuss what the
word ‘turbulent’ means in this context, who
the ‘ordinary’ people of Stuart Britain were and
your judgement about how far you think
White’s description is accurate.
• A paragraph that explores how White’s
description of the Stuart period is accurate:
what examples can you draw from the article
that would support Whites’ opinion? Why are
these examples of turbulent times for ordinary
people?
• A paragraph that explores the ways in which
White’s opinion could be considered
inaccurate. What examples can you find from
the article that suggests that turbulent might
not be the right word to describe the period? Is
there an alternative way of describing the
period for ordinary people?
• A conclusion: How accurate do you think
White’s description is overall and why?

Preparation for September
Find below the guidance on what will be required from
September for your subjects. Subject textbooks are
listed in priority order. Please see guidance before
purchasing any textbooks.

Folders & Organisation

Subject Textbooks

Students are required to have two separate folders or
workbooks: one for Unit 1 (The Early Stuarts and the
Origins of the English Civil War) and another for Unit 2
(The American Revolution). Students will need to print
of the appropriate pages of the Specification and stick
this at the front of their folders/ workbooks. The link
to the specification is here. For Unit 1, students will
need to print pages 23 & 24 and page 48 for Unit 2.
Students will need to ensure that their
folder/workbook has separate sections for notes,
worksheets and assessments to be correctly
filed.

Unit 1 K Brice, M Lynch, 2015, Access to History: The
Early Stuarts and the English Revolution 1603-60
Hodder Education
IBSN: 147183882X
Unit 2 A Farmer, 2015, Access to History: The
American Revolution and the Birth of the USA 17401801, 2nd Edition
Hodder Education
ISBN: 9781471838767

Transition Work

A Level
Mathematics

Bridging the Gap
This is work that will not be submitted but will provide a
good foundation of knowledge that will give you a
positive start with your course.

Prior Knowledge

Further Reading

Your algebraic skills need to be very strong before you
start Year 12 Mathematics. You will see from the Pure A
Level Textbook the first chapters overlap with many GCSE
topics so these are the topics you should focus on in your
preparation. We will spend very little time on Chapter 1
so it is a good idea to work through this chapter in the
summer before you start.

Books / Journals

To help you with this you can visit the Hegarty Maths
YouTube page which has lots of videos to on key algebra
and number topics which can prepare you for studying A
Level mathematics.

•

https://www.youtube.com/user/HEGARTYMATHS/videos

•
•
•
•

Prof. Ian Stewart, Professor Stewart’s Cabinet of
Mathematical Curiosities
Tim Harford, The Undercover Economist
Dubner and Levitt, Freakonomics
Collins A Level Maths, Bridging GCSE and A Level
Maths Student book
Hugh Neill, Starting Advanced Mathematics: The
Essential Foundation

Websites / Apps / Blogs






www.m4aths.com
BBC Bitesize
Manga High
Maths Made Easy

Video / TV / Multimedia

 The Story of Maths with Marcus du Sautoy
 Magic Numbers: Hannah Fry's Mysterious World
Of Maths

 A Brief History Of Mathematics - BBC Radio 4
Extra podcast

 The Numberphile Podcast
 Women in Math: The Limit Does Not Exist
 Breaking Math Podcast

Transition Work
This work is to be completed before starting your course.
The work will be set on Taster Day and due in during the
first full week of College. This work will be assessed
alongside subject assessments and Attitude to Learning.

Task Overview

Work to be Submitted

You will work through a transition booklet that will test
you on the key algebra and number skills required as a
prerequisite to study mathematics at A Level.

Complete Maths and Further Maths booklet. You
need to do the starred (*) questions although you are
welcome to try as many as you like. Mark all answers
and work on the areas you struggle with.
Instructions
• Work on A4 lined paper
• Write out the question and show all your working.
• You must mark your own work from the answers
provided.
• Answer all the starred (*) questions
When you have finished you must fill in the check list

Preparation for September
Find below the guidance on what will be required from
September for your subjects. Subject textbooks are listed
in priority order. Please see guidance before purchasing
any textbooks.

Folders & Organisation

Subject Textbooks

Students need an A4 lined/squared project book or
workbook for their notes. In addition you will need a
folder to keep your assessments and specification in. You
must also purchase a Casio fx991 EX Classwiz plus
calculator.

Pure Mathematics
Year 1/AS
ISBN 978-1-292-18339-8
Edexcel AS and A Level Mathematics Statistics and
Mechanics
Year 1/AS
ISBN 978-1-292-23253-9

Transition Work

A Level
Mathematics (Further)

Bridging the Gap
This is work that will not be submitted but will provide a
good foundation of knowledge that will give you a
positive start with your course.

Prior Knowledge

Further Reading

You will need to be very secure with the following
1. Algebra skills – this includes solving quadratic
equations, completing the square, manipulating
functions and understanding identities.
2. Trigonometry skills – right-angled trigonometry,
trigonometric graphs and solving trig equations.
3. Surds/Indices – Manipulating expressions with surds,
using fractional and negative indices and rationalising
a denominator.

Books / Journals

To help you with this you visit the Hegarty Maths YouTube
page which has lots of videos on these topics that can
prepare you for studying A Level further mathematics.

Websites / Apps / Blogs

https://www.youtube.com/user/HEGARTYMATHS/videos

•
•
•
•
•






Prof. Ian Stewart, Professor Stewart’s Cabinet of
Mathematical Curiosities
Tim Harford, The Undercover Economist
Dubner and Levitt, Freakonomics
Collins A Level Maths, Bridging GCSE and A Level
Maths Student book
Hugh Neill, Starting Advanced Mathematics: The
Essential Foundation
What is Further Mathematics
Numberphile
Manga High
Maths Made Easy

Video / TV / Multimedia

 The Story of Maths with Marcus du Sautoy
 Magic Numbers: Hannah Fry's Mysterious World
Of Maths

 A Brief History Of Mathematics - BBC Radio 4
Extra podcast

 The Numberphile Podcast
 Women in Math: The Limit Does Not Exist
 Breaking Math Podcast

Transition Work
This work is to be completed before starting your course.
The work will be set on Taster Day and due in during the
first full week of College. This work will be assessed
alongside subject assessments and Attitude to Learning.

Task Overview

Work to be Submitted

You will work through a transition booklet that will test
you on the key algebra and number skills required as a
prerequisite to study further mathematics at A Level.

Complete Maths and Further Maths booklet. You
must answer all questions in the booklet. Mark all
answers and work on the areas you struggle with.
Instructions
• Work on A4 lined paper
• Write out the question and show all your working.
• You must mark your own work from the answers
provided.
• Answer all the starred (*) questions
When you have finished you must fill in the check list

Preparation for September
Find below the guidance on what will be required from
September for your subjects. Subject textbooks are listed
in priority order. Please see guidance before purchasing
any textbooks.

Folders & Organisation

Subject Textbooks

Students need an A4 lined/squared project book or
workbook for their notes. In addition you will need a
folder to keep your assessments and specification in. You
must also purchase a Casio fx991 EX Classwiz plus
calculator.

Edexcel AS and A level Further Maths
Core Pure Mathematics Book 1/AS Textbook
ISBN: 9781292183336
Edexcel AS and A level Further Maths
Further Pure Mathematics 1 Textbook
ISBN: 9781292183350
Edexcel AS and A level Further Maths
Further Pure Mathematics 2 Textbook
ISBN: 978-1292183367

Transition Work

A Level
Music

Bridging the Gap
This is work that will not be submitted but will provide
a good foundation of knowledge that will give you a
positive start with your course.

Prior Knowledge

Further Reading

Review the A Level specification (link on the right hand
side)

Books / Journals

Please have a look through the main key musical
elements found on pages 70-71. We will spend some
time on this but it will be important you have a secure
understanding of key musical elements. Please also
look at the Vocabulary list found on pages 90 - 97.
These will be important terms which you need to get
used to using.

•
•
•

The Story of Music - Howard Goodall
How Music Works - John Powell
Music: A very short introduction - Nicholas Cook

Websites / Apps / Blogs

 Edexcel Specification
Video / TV / Multimedia

 Streaming Opera’s
 Howard Goodall’s Story of Music (1 of 6 episodes)
 Heathfield CC Music Department Spotify Playlist

Transition Work
This work is to be completed before starting your
course. The work will be set on Taster Day and due in
during the first full week of College. This work will be
assessed alongside subject assessments and Attitude to
Learning.

Task Overview

Work to be Submitted

1. Listen to the Spotify playlist for A Level Music
found under Video/Tv/Multimedia each day just to
get a range of music you will study. Please keep a
diary of your listening and write down any thoughts
on pieces. Please see on page 77 of the
specification all key set works. All other songs on
the playlist will be additional listening.

Listening Diary

2. You will also be asked early on to perform a piece
of music, so make sure you are practising your
instrument.

Preparation for September
Find below the guidance on what will be required from
September for your subjects. Subject textbooks are
listed in priority order. Please see guidance before
purchasing any textbooks.

Folders & Organisation

Subject Textbooks

You will need at least one folder for Music; although
you may prefer a different one for Set works,
Appraising activities and Compositional Techniques.
You will need to divide your folder up into the key
ideas of each Set work. Recommended other
equipment for the course includes a USB stick,
highlighters and good headphones.

Edexcel A Level Music Study Guide
Rhinegold Education
ISBN: 978-1785581694
Edexcel A Level Music Revision guide
Rhinegold Education
ISBN: 978-1785581724

Transition Work

A Level
Photography

Bridging the Gap
This is work that will not be submitted but will
provide a good foundation of knowledge that will
give you a positive start with your course.

Prior Knowledge & Development

Further Reading

Your focus before starting the course should be
completing the transition task, spend some time
looking at the different photographers listed and
select the ones that interest and inspire you the
most. Another useful area of research will be the
photography blogs that have been listed, try to
familiarise yourself with key photographic genres
and historical/modern photographers that create
imagery in these specific areas. Finally, we
strongly suggest all photography students watch
‘The Age of the Image’ a four-part series produced
by the BBC and available on YouTube, and a new
series coming to the BBC this summer called ‘The
Great British Photography Challenge’ hosted by
Rankin.

Books / Journals






i-D Magazine
Juxtapoz
The Artist (costs apply)
Artists & Illustrators

Instagram
@HYPERALLERGIC
@CONTEMPORARYARTCURATOR
@ARTCOLLECTORMAGAZINE
@ARTFORUM
@ARTNET

@ARTnews
@FLASHARTMAGAZINE
@JUZTAPOZMAG
@FRIEZE_MAGAZINE
@CANVASMAG

Websites / Apps / Blogs
Pinterest HCC Photography












Feature Shoot
Saatchi Gallery
Colossal
The Tate
New York Times
Ignant
Creative Boom
Booooooom
It’s Nice That
Art 2Day

Video / TV / Multimedia



Great British Photography Challenge BBC4 and
iplayer hosted by Rankin.



The Age of the Image series (4 episodes can be
found on YouTube: (episode 1).

View exhibition and virtual tours at the museums listed
above.

Transition Work
This work is to be completed before starting your
course. The work will be set on Taster Day and due
in during the first full week of College. This work
will be assessed alongside subject assessments and
Attitude to Learning.

Task Overview

Work to be Submitted

Please see guidance and overview in the support
document on the website.

1. Written analysis on each of the four photographers you
have chosen to explore
2. Four photoshoots in the style of the four photographers
to be bought into college on a Memory Stick / Card

Preparation for September
Find below the guidance on what will be required
from September for your subjects. Subject
textbooks are listed in priority order. Please see
guidance before purchasing any textbooks.

Folders & Organisation

Subject Textbooks

PINTEREST
• Make an account and follow HCC Photography
Boards
• Locate the board Year 12 Summer Work 2021
• You can still do this work by researching the
photographers on Google, even if you don’t create a
Pinterest account
SCHOOL FOLDERS
• Make a photography A level folder in your shared
area
• Create two subfolders (Year 12 and Year 13)
• You will be directed by your teacher what to add
to these folders as you move through the year

No subject textbooks required.
A contribution of £31 towards printing papers and other
specialist materials. This will be followed up with a £7
contribution in year 13 for additional materials

Transition Work

A Level
Physical Education

Bridging the Gap
This is work that will not be submitted but will provide
a good foundation of knowledge that will give you a
positive start with your course.

Prior Knowledge & Development

Further Reading

It is an expectation that students that opt for A-Level
Physical Education will continue to participate in their
chosen sport for the duration of the course. As 30% of
the overall grade is made up of practical and
coursework, it is imperative that students collect
evidence to use in their theory sessions.

Books / Journals
PE review Magazine by Hodder Education
Websites / Apps / Blogs

 BBC Sport
 Sky Sports News
Twitter
•

@heathfieldpe

Video / TV / Multimedia
Engage in watching different sports on TV

Transition Work
This work is to be completed before starting your
course. The work will be set on Taster Day and due in
during the first full week of College. This work will be
assessed alongside subject assessments and Attitude to
Learning.

Task Overview

Work to be Submitted

Students are required to produce unedited video
footage of themselves participating in the sport they
wish to be assessed in.

1. Full length video of your participation in your
chosen sport.
2. The commentary form highlighting skills from your
performance.

Students will need to introduce themselves to the
camera at the start of filming stating their name and
candidate number.
The person filming will need to keep the candidate in
shot the whole time. (rules on filming for different
sports can be found on FireFly)
The sport selected must be included on the AQA
specification which can be accessed following the Link
Examples showing the quality of filming required can
be found on FireFly. The commentary sheet that needs
to accompany the video evidence can also be found on
FireFly. An exemplar commentary form can also be
found on FireFly.

Preparation for September
Find below the guidance on what will be required from
September for your subjects. Subject textbooks are
listed in priority order. Please see guidance before
purchasing any textbooks.

Folders & Organisation

Subject Textbooks

You should have a folder with at least three distinct
sections for your class notes.

AQA Physical Education
Year 1 & AS
ISBN: 978-147-1-85956-4
AQA Physical Education
Year 2 & A2
ISBN: 978-147-1-85959-5
OR
AQA A-level PE (year 1 & 2)
ISBN 978-151-0-47330-0
AQA A-level PE
My revision notes
ISBN 978-1-5104-0522-6

Transition Work

A Level
Physics

Bridging the Gap
This is work that will not be submitted but will provide
a good foundation of knowledge that will give you a
positive start with your course.

Prior Knowledge

Further Reading

Go to the Seneca learning website and either Log on or
join. There is a class set up with assignments to help
build prior knowledge and bridge the gap to A level.
The class code is 787d3z2mnc, join the class and
complete the assessments.

Books / Journals

Go to the the Isaac Physics website. Join the website
or log on. Enter the following code into the Teacher
Connections tab on their My Account page: EZUNGD
I have set a series of assignments for you to complete.
The following topics will need to be revised from GCSE:
1. Vectors and Scalars
2. Trigonometry and Pythagoras
3. Standard Form
4. Resolving Vectors
5. Energy Stores
6. Wave equation
7. Wave properties
8. Standing Waves
9. EM Spectrum

•
•

Richard Feynman, Six Easy Pieces: Fundamentals of
Physics
Stephen Hawking, A Brief History of Time

Websites / Apps / Blogs






Seneca Learning
Physics and Maths Tutor
Hyper Physics
Isaac Physics

Video / TV / Multimedia
•
•

The Infinite Monkey Cage Podcast
The Challenger Disaster (2013) (film on YouTube)

Transition Work
This work is to be completed before starting your
course. The work will be set on Taster Day and due in
during the first full week of College. This work will be
assessed alongside subject assessments and Attitude to
Learning.

Task Overview

Work to be Submitted

You will need the AQA Physics A Level Year 1 Student
Book (Link)

Answers to these sections must show full working
including the formula used and the unit.
The numerical answers are in the back of the book so
you can check your answers and correct them.

Read and complete section 16.1 page 258
Section 16.2 page 260
Section 16.3 page 262
Section 4.1 page 52
To help you and for extra information watch/read
these video lessons
Quantities and Units
Scalars and Vectors
Wave types 1
Wave types 2

Section 16.1 page 258
Section 16.2 page 260
Section 16.3 page 262
Section 4.1 page 52

Preparation for September
Find below the guidance on what will be required from
September for your subjects. Subject textbooks are
listed in priority order. Please see guidance before
purchasing any textbooks.

Folders & Organisation

Subject Textbooks

At least 1 large lever arch folder with dividers to hold
all work, which can be separated out into unit areas.

AQA Physics Second Edition
OUP Oxford
ISBN: 978-0198351863

Pupils may wish to have this at home, and bring a
smaller working folder in that has the work from the
current term / topic being taught. This can then be
stored in the larger folder for revision was complete
and moved on from.

A-level Physics, AQA, Exam Practice Workbook
CGP
ISBN: 9781782949169

Transition Work

A Level
Product Design

Bridging the Gap
This is work that will not be submitted but will provide
a good foundation of knowledge that will give you a
positive start with your course.

Prior Knowledge

Further Reading

Revise these topics

Books / Journals

Design and Technology
• Materials and their properties; wood,
manufactured boards, metals and alloys, polymers,
textiles, smart, modern and composite materials.
• Suitable methods for joining and finishing materials
• Industrial production.
• Environmental issues and sustainability.
Maths
• Scale, area, volume & density, trigonometry, cost,
discount, percentage profit, charts & graphs,
probability.

 Deezeen Weekly
Websites / Apps / Blogs

 Heathfield CC Product Design
 Design Insider
Video / TV / Multimedia






How to Make (BBC iPlayer)
Flatpack Empire – Episode 1
Flatpack Empire – Episode 2
Flatpack Empire – Episode 3

Transition Work
This work is to be completed before starting your
course. The work will be set on Taster Day and due in
during the first full week of College. This work will be
assessed alongside subject assessments and Attitude to
Learning.

Task Overview

Work to be Submitted

You should explore ONE of the contextual themes given
below to set your own product development challenge.

1. Produce a Task Analysis (which should include a
mind map) of your chosen contextual theme
exploring a range of potential opportunities and
problems that are connected to the context. Write
your own design brief and identify your target user.
On this sheet, also include evidence of research
into what you could produce and how existing
products meet this challenge.
2. Show your creativity by producing a range of
annotated ideas for your design. Include 2D and 3D
sketching and enhancement techniques.
3. Draw a final design proposal showing all elements
of the product and including specific annotations
discussing the materials you are going to use, the
different manufacturing methods and how you will
join it together. Make comments on the materials
that could be used if you manufactured the product
in real life.

Recognising that all design & technology practice takes
place within contexts which inform product outcomes;
you should explore the contextual theme you have
chosen to identify problems and opportunities (Task
Analysis) then offer a range of possible solutions and
product developments. You must write your own
design brief.
EITHER
Protection of personal possessions during transit or
when travelling
OR
Entertaining a specific target audience during transit
or when travelling

Expected Work: 2-3 x A3 sheets or 4-6 x A4 sheets. If
you have any questions regarding the summer task,
please email sconnelley@heathfieldcc.co.uk for
support.

Preparation for September
Find below the guidance on what will be required from
September for your subjects. Subject textbooks are
listed in priority order. Please see guidance before
purchasing any textbooks.

Folders & Organisation

Subject Textbooks

Students will require basic writing and drawing
equipment including a pencil set (ranging from 2H 2B), pens, eraser, ruler, set square and pair of
compasses, and a set of colouring pencils. Students will
also require a scientific calculator. (A personal A5 or
A4 ‘ideas’ sketch book is also recommended for those
Eureka! Moments).

My Revision Notes: OCR AS/A Level Design and
Technology: Product Design
ISBN: 978-1-5104-5896-3
£15 contribution for materials

Transition Work

A Level
Psychology

Bridging the Gap
This is work that will not be submitted but will provide
a good foundation of knowledge that will give you a
positive start with your course.

Prior Knowledge

Further Reading

Over the summer it would be a good idea to start to
become more familiar with what the study of
psychology is all about. Start to read around and
explore the subject, considering some of the current
research areas and studies, learning about the history
of psychology and starting to consider some of the key
psychological researchers that have helped develop our
understanding of human behaviour.

Books / Journals

 Example Lesson: An example lesson to

introduce you to what a psychology lesson
might include is available here.

 During this example lesson we will look at a
 case study of Clive Wearing. Two short videos
of Clive Wearing are available here.

 The Psychologist is a magazine produced by The
British Psychological Society.

Future Learn Courses – Such a wonderful opportunity to
learn over the summer.

 Bad Brain Basics
 Mental Health & Well Being
 Open University Online Courses
Websites / Apps / Blogs

 The British Psychological Society also produce a

‘research digest’ this is a great way to keep up to
date with some current research studies in
psychology.

 Click here to sign up to their mailing list
TED Talks

 There are a lot of psychology related TED Talks.
Click the link for the subject area. Some good
ones to start with include:

 9 Myths about Psychology debunked
 A Map of the Brain
Video / TV / Multimedia
Podcasts

 Psych Crunch by the British Psychological Society
 All in the Mind from BBC Radio 4. This examines a
variety of psychology topics and there is a large
catalogue of potential episodes to listen to. Start
with a browse and pick something that takes your
fancy.

 Speaking of Psychology from the American

Psychological Association. Again, exploring a
variety of topics – see if any take your interest

Transition Work
This work is to be completed before starting your
course. The work will be set on Taster Day and due in
during the first full week of College. This work will be
assessed alongside subject assessments and Attitude to
Learning.

Task Overview

Work to be Submitted

Complete the research and reading task found on the
College Website.

Hand in the completed task.
1. What is psychology – Write a brief description of
what you think psychology is from your research.
Max 100 words.
2. Research each of the approaches and write a brief
description of it (up to a maximum of 200 words),
include any names of key psychologists, what those
from this approach believe about human behaviour,
how they research behaviour and what type of
behaviours they are interested in.
3. Classic studies in psychology
4. Contemporary studies in psychology

Preparation for September
Find below the guidance on what will be required from
September for your subjects. Subject textbooks are
listed in priority order. Please see guidance before
purchasing any textbooks.

Folders & Organisation

Subject Textbooks

You will need an A4 lever arch folder with 11 dividers
to separate notes for each topic within the course.
This can be kept at home and will be for you to
organise your notes into once we are no longer using
them during lessons. We will periodically require you
to bring this to lessons to have it checked.

Psychology A Level Year 1 and AS: The Complete
Companion Student Book for AQA
Oxford
ISBN: 978-0198436324

For each lesson you will need an A4 notepad. You
should be able to remove each sheet of notes as you
will be covering more than one topic at a time and you
will need to separate your notes into the relevant
section of your folder at home. You may also wish to
have a smaller A4 ring binder to bring into lessons that
you can store your psychology notes in until we are no
longer referring to them in lessons.

AQA Psychology for A Level Year 1 & AS - Revision
Guide
Illuminate Publishing
ISBN 978-1908682444

Transition Work

A Level
Sociology

Bridging the Gap
This is work that will not be submitted but will provide
a good foundation of knowledge that will give you a
positive start with your course.

Prior Knowledge

Further Reading

In studying sociology, you will develop what is known
as a ‘sociological imagination’ this is a way of looking
at the world in a different way, normally a critical
way. You’ll see patterns, trends, inequalities and
injustices perhaps where others might not see them. It
is important that you have a good understanding of
events and issues that have happened and that are
happening in the world around you.

Books / Journals

You should therefore listen to and read the news over
the summer. Almost all news is sociologically relevant.
You should also start to consider some of the events
and issues that have impacted people in the UK and
across the world over the last few years. Access the
resources suggested on this page to begin building this
knowledge.
An optional task for Sociology is available. Click
here.

•
•
•

Steven D Levitt and Stephen J Dubner,
Freakonomics: A Rogue Economist Explores the
Hidden Side of Everything
Sudhir Vankatesh, Gang Leader for a Day
Owen Jones, Chavs: The Demonization of the
Working Class

Websites / Apps / Blogs
•

BBC News App – sign up for the daily news updates
to keep informed.

 BBC Radio 4’s Thinking Aloud

Look at the episodes from a sociological
perspective

Video / TV / Multimedia






Channel 4 News – watch it each evening
Panorama: Grenfell – who is to Blame?
How the Other Half Live by David Abingdon
No More Boys and Girls: Can Our Kids go Gender
Free?

Watch the film Freedom Writers

Transition Work
This work is to be completed before starting your
course. The work will be set on Taster Day and due in
during the first full week of College. This work will be
assessed alongside subject assessments and Attitude to
Learning.

Task Overview

Work to be Submitted

Everyone taking A level sociology should complete the
following tasks. Notes and answers to these questions
can be typed or handwritten. They should be available
to hand in to your subject teachers at the start of the
course.

Notes on the lecture. There will be a test on the
lecture content in class.
Answers to the questions (can be typed – but please
print off to hand in)

Task 1:
Watch the YouTube lecture on the key concepts you
will need to understand in order to access A-Level
sociology https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3cdgExMzZ4 make detailed notes on this lecture.
Task 2:
This task focuses on the topic of gender. This is a key
topic for the education and culture and identity topics
that you will study in Year 12.
You should watch the documentary - No More Boys and
Girls: Can our kids go gender-free? From the BBC in
2017. Watch episode 1 available on YouTube at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wN5R2LWhTrY
There is a strong sociological argument that gender
(how we see ourselves in relation to our biological sex)
is learned and not inherent (nurture and not nature).
This documentary explores what happens if we
challenge some of the learning about gender. Could
going ‘gender free’ be better for our children?
Answer the questions provided in the Sociology
Resource.

Preparation for September
Find below the guidance on what will be required from
September for your subjects. Subject textbooks are
listed in priority order. Please see guidance before
purchasing any textbooks.

Folders & Organisation

Subject Textbooks

You will need an A4 ring folder for Sociology with
dividers in your folders for the different topics - there
are lots of handouts that need to be kept in order,
along with lecture and classwork notes. You will need
to keep notes for Unit 1 (Education) and Unit 2
(Culture and Identity) separate.

AQA A Level Sociology Book One Including AS Level:
Book one
Napier Press; 3rd Revised edition
ISBN: 0954007913

Transition Work

A Level
Spanish

Bridging the Gap
This is work that will not be submitted but will provide
a good foundation of knowledge that will give you a
positive start with your course.

Prior Knowledge

Further Reading

Grammar:
Revise and make notes on the following tenses, how
they are formed and when are they used.
https://www.spanishdict.com/guide

Books / Journals

o
o
o
o
o
o

Present
Preterite
Imperfect
Perfect
Future
Conditional

Cultural knowledge:
• Produce a list of Spanish speaking countries and
their capital cities.
• Print off a map of Spain showing the main regions
and cities of the country.
• Print off a geographical map of Spain showing
mountains and rivers in the target language.
• Watch the video to help you understand about the
history of Spain.

Websites / Apps / Blogs
Listening

 News in slow Spanish
 Tune In
Reading






El Pais
El Mundo
Chaning Attitudes in Spain
BBC News Europe

Grammar

 Spanish Dict
 A Level Spanish Revision (YouTube)
Video / TV / Multimedia

 The Spanish Civil War
 La case de papel – Money Heist on Netflix
Spanish Films
•
•
•
•
•

Volver
Diarios de motocicleta
El laberinto del fauno
La lengua de mariposas
Voces inocentes

Transition Work
This work is to be completed before starting your
course. The work will be set on Taster Day and due in
during the first full week of College. This work will be
assessed alongside subject assessments and Attitude to
Learning.

Task Overview
Please see the attached A Level Spanish Transition
Work document.
The tasks are as follows:
• Task 1 – grammar and vocabulary development
• Task 2 – cultural awareness
• Task 3 – reading current affairs
• Task 4 – speaking

Work to be Submitted
•
•
•
•
•

In class verb test of the most commonly used
Spanish verbs.
Evidence of note taking and recording of new
vocabulary from Duolinguo.
Completion of the cultural awareness music
task.
Weekly evidence of logging current affairs
headlines.
Presentation for the mini-speaking project.

Preparation for September
Find below the guidance on what will be required from
September for your subjects. Subject textbooks are
listed in priority order. Please see guidance before
purchasing any textbooks.

Folders & Organisation

Subject Textbooks

In an A4 folder please use file dividers and label each
one with the following:
• Grammar
• Vocabulary
• Unidad 1 – El cambio en la estructura familiar
• Unidad 2 - El mundo laboral
• Unidad 3 - El impacto turístico en España

EDEXCEL A Level Spanish
Hodder Education
ISBN: 978-1471858314
Spanish A-level Grammar Workbook 1
Hodder Education
ISBN: 978-1510416741
Spanish A-level Grammar Workbook 2
Hodder Education
ISBN: 978-1510416796

Referencing

Bibliography

Links
Name

Link

University of Leicester
Improving your Reading Skills

https://www2.le.ac.uk/offices/ld/all-resources/study/reading

Dartmouth College
Improving your Reading Skills

https://students.dartmouth.edu/academic-skills/learningresources/learning-strategies/reading-techniques

Wellington College
Study GUide

https://chronotopeblog.files.wordpress.com/2018/05/wellington-collegestudy-guide1.pdf

The A Level Mindset
Steve Oakes and Martin Griffin

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Level-Mindset-activities-transformingproductivity/dp/1785830244

