
English Language A Level  

 

Compulsory summer tasks: read Bill Bryson’s book ‘Mother 

Tongue’ and create a Scrapbook 
 

• Bill Bryson’s book Mother Tongue is a brilliant introduction to the study of language and 

linguistics. Read it and make notes on it, then come ready to talk about it in your first week of 

lessons. 

• As you are going to be students of language we would also like you to put together a scrapbook 

that you can add to throughout the course. Language is often in the news – whether it’s on the 

topic of accents, taboo language or how texting is ruining English as we know it. One way to keep 

track of these arguments is to keep a scrapbook. This will also help you when you come to write 

your own articles about language. 

o The first half of the scrapbook should include articles about words that annoy or amuse 

people; language issues that cause people interest and concern (swearing? slang?); 

technology and words (texting, email etc); sexism in language; and power in language. 

Think about how people show their authority through language. How do politicians assert 

their power? Football managers? Parents? Men? Women? How are texting and social media 

changing language? 

o The second half might include examples of the following: reviews – sporting, music, film, 

literature; magazine articles on travel, fashion or sport; extracts from your favourite fiction 

in any style; an example of writing to persuade.  

How to keep a scrapbook 

• Keep an eye out for language articles and either print them out and stick them in a conventional scrapbook, 

or copy and paste them into a digital scrapbook. Note down what date they were published and what 

publication you found them in. 

• Make notes around each article. What does each article tell you about language and how people view it?  

• Look at the metaphors people use when they talk about language (battle is one that often comes up). What 

are their attitudes? Do they embrace changes in the language or do they hate them? Why? What values do 

they display when they write about language? Why does language matter so much? 

• Language and identity are closely linked. How is this demonstrated in the articles? 

• Read over these articles regularly to get a sense of how language is debated in public discourse. 

 

You must bring your reading notes and Scrapbook with you to your 

first lesson. 



Further reading 
Read, read, read! Anything from the back of a cornflake packet to leaflets, novels, magazines and tweets. 
In addition, these books will help enormously with the whole idea of linguistics and are all available on 
Amazon. 

Newspapers 

As many as you can, as often as you can. Try to read coverage of the same story from more than one 
source. How does the coverage change? Why? 
As a bare minimum, make sure you look at: The Times, The Independent, The Guardian, The Telegraph, The 
Daily Mail. 
Also look at news websites – the BBC included. 
 
Magazines 
How do they address their target audience? How do they vary according to gender or age or class of 
audience? Buy a handful of men’s or women’s magazines from the cheapest to the most expensive – how 
does the content vary? Why? 
 
Books 
AQA English Language: A Level and AS – Clayton, Goddard et al 
A/AS Level English Language for AQA - Giovanelli 
Revise AQA English Language Workbook - OUP 
Discover Grammar – David Crystal 
The Story of English in 100 words – David Crystal 
How Language Works – David Crystal 
A Little Book of Language – David Crystal 
Language Myths – ed Laurie Bauer and Peter Trudgill 
Cambridge Topics in English Language 
Sociolinguistics: An Introduction to Language and Society  - Peter Trudgill 
The Myth of Mars and Venus  - Deborah Cameron 
Introducing Sociolinguistics, ed Mesthrie, Swann et al 
 
Podcasts 
Word of Mouth 
Fry’s English Delight 
Lexicon Valley 
Lexis 
Lingthusiasm 
 
Twitter 
@erincarrie 
@cathelaing24 
@LexisPodcast 
@YorkToolkit 
@WarwickAppLing 
@VoicesMcr 
@AccentismProj 
@susie_dent 
@jessesheidlower 
@languagecrawler 

@LingSocAm 
@paulkerswill 
@RobDrummond 
@dialect 
@EvrydayLg 
@JaneSetter 
@OED 
@lynneguist  
@EngLangBlog 
@thelingspace 
 

@stronglang 
@languagedebates 
@lousylinguist 
@davcr 
@timgrant123 
@FORGE_LU 
 

 


