
 
 

IS THE COLD WAR HOTTING UP? 
 

Russia. The country behind many controversies and questionable political decisions. For many 
people, the recent event in Salisbury was the last straw. On the 4th March 2018, ex-Russian spy 
Sergei Skripal and his daughter Yulia were poisoned by a nerve agent. The chemical in question has 
been confirmed as an agent developed by the Russian Group Novichok. “This is the first offensive 
use of a nerve agent in Europe since World War 2” said a joint statement from world leaders. So 
far up to 500 diners have been asked to wash possessions thoroughly as traces have been found. 
Both are critically ill in hospital. The UK government took action blaming the Russian government 
for the attack and exiling 23 Russian diplomats. The UK could also freeze financial assets, ban 
Visas, Boycott the World Cup and take Russian broadcasters off the air in the UK. Moscow, 
however, has vowed a quick response. However, the technicalities are unknown.  
 
So, has this happened in the past or is this a first? Well, multiple deaths in the UK are being 
reinvestigated by government agencies and national police forces after claims of Russian foul play. 
News corporation BuzzFeed News have claimed to be in possession of incriminating evidence that 
the Russian mafia were responsible. Originally, no criminal evidence was found. Russia claimed 
innocence regarding Sergei Skripal’s death. BuzzFeed have identified multiple deaths such as that 
of Boris Berezovsky, an outspoken critic of the Kremlin – the central government of Russia – and a 
friend of Alexander Litvinenko. His death from radiation poisoning caused a long-running 
diplomatic dispute between the UK and Russia. We shouldn’t forget whistle-blower Alexander 
Perepilichnyy who mysteriously died out jogging. BuzzFeed News also claimed that US Intelligence 
sources believed these were just 2 of 14 murders linked to Russia. 
 
There are many fears surrounding this situation one being the ongoing relationship between 
Russia and the UK. Many people believe we are heading for another cold war, others believe the 
UK need a security bump. The only certainty is public confusion has spiraled. Leaders from 
Germany, France, the US and the UK are currently in conversation about the next step. British 
Prime Minister Theresa May has been swift to expel Russian diplomats. After claiming in the 
House of Commons that the Kremlin had responded to the attack with “sarcasm, contempt and 
defiance” to the 24-hour deadline for an explanation.  “Their response has demonstrated 
complete disdain for the gravity of these events,” she continued, “There is no alternative 
conclusion other than the Russian state was responsible for the attempted murder of Mr Skripal 
and his daughter.” It was “unlawful use of force by the Russian state against the United Kingdom”, 
May said. Skripal remains in a critical condition, post attack. Government experts concluded that 
the former spy and exile, along with his daughter, were exposed to a banned nerve agent, most 
likely produced in Russia.  
 
The government will continue to take a plethora of actions, further reinforcing legislation to detain 
suspected intelligence agents at borders. This is the most prominent move since the cold war and 
grants considerable progress on the expulsion of four diplomats after the murder of Litvinenko in 
2007. “We will not tolerate the threat to life of British people and others on British soil from the 
Russian government. Nor will we tolerate such a flagrant breach of Russia’s international 
obligations,” May said. “We will freeze Russian state assets wherever we have evidence that they 



 
 

may be used to threaten the life or property of UK nationals or residents. There is no place for 
these people – or their money – in our country.” The reaction has been strong to say the least. 
Especially amongst residents of the targeted zone of Salisbury.  
 
Today, May visited Salisbury to gain extra information about the attack. Public Health experts are 
briefing her as the targets remain critically ill in hospital. May says Russia is “culpable” for the 
attack, Moscow denies involvement and says it will expel UK diplomats “soon”. This just sparked 
fury form Defense Secretary Gavin Williamson said Russia should “go away and shut up’ 
 
Russian former spy Sergei Skripal and Yulia his daughter remain critically ill in hospital 11 days 
after they were found unconscious on a bench in Salisbury.  
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