
 
 

HOW SAFE ARE TEENAGERS IN THE USA? 

 
During 2018 alone, there has been 18 reported school shootings resulting in 25 deaths. This 
number is far too high, and yet nothing has been done to prevent this horrific act from occurring 
again, in fact the opposite. The American President, Donald Trump, has reversed a law which 
made it a lot harder for mentally unstable individuals to acquire guns, not only this but he’s also 
suggested that all teachers should be armed. The American President is trying to prevent gun 
incidents by arming the public. Most teachers have limited experience with guns and don’t feel 
comfortable having these deadly weapon lying within the reach of themselves and their students. 
“I don’t believe that teachers possessing guns is the right way to deal with these situations. 
Personally, I do not trust myself with a gun and don’t feel like I’d be able to handle the pressure 
and responsibility.” 
 
Innocent children are being murdered and yet nothing is being done to prevent this. Many people 
argue that school attacks won’t end at the banning of guns, but a knife won’t have such 
detrimental effects, a knife won’t kill 17 students within minutes. How can a knife compare to a 
semi-automatic rifle? The bottom line is, it can’t.  
However, American citizens believe it is within their right to own a gun, the Second Amendment- 
“the right of the people to keep and bear Arms”. But imagine coming home from work and being 
told that your daughter/son had been murdered due to negligence and the fact that anyone can 
get hold of a weapon which is designed to kill. Imagine being told that you’d never see that loved 
one again, never hear their voice or feel the rapid pulse of their heart as they embraced you and 
kissed you goodbye before going to school. Isn’t it pathetic how young children are frightened of 
school, a place of learning and supposedly some of the best years of your life. All that taken away 
because a law prohibiting the use of guns will not be passed.   
 
When a student was asked about her opinions on gun laws she responded: “I believe there should 
be harsher restrictions. Currently a lot of the focus in the American media is about abortions and 
how the are classified as murder, and yet owning a weapon of such volatility is normalised. I find it 
amusing how there are higher restrictions on abortions than there are on guns.” 
 
It is not only students who are affected by the use of guns. On June 12, 2016, Omar Mateen, a 29-
year-old security guard, killed 49 people and wounded 58 others in a terrorist attack and hate 
crime inside, Pulse, a gay nightclub in Orlando, Florida. Guns are being used to discriminate and to 
make an abusive statement. People of colour, different ethnicity, and different sexuality are being 
assaulted due to something that was out of their control and the use of guns makes it a lot easier 
to cause life changing devastation.   
 
The worst thing about all of this, is that the President is getting paid thirty million dollars from the 
National Rifle Association. And divided by the number of victims in the United States over the last 
3 months, that comes out to being $5,800. Is that truly how much the victims are worth? If 
nothing is done to prevent this from continuing, that number of gunshot victims will increase and 
their worth will diminish. Are guns worth more than humans? 
 


