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RECOGNITION & AWARDS FOR HEATHFIELD COMMUNITY COLLEGE

We are pleased to share with you news of a series of awards and recognition that we have 

received notice of in the last week. See page 3 for a more detailed explanation but in short 

they mark the exceptional achievement of 2018’s Year 11 and Year 13 students as well as an 

acknowledgement of Heathfield’s on-going quality of Curriculum and Leadership. This 

represents the hard work of a large team of people. 

Thank you on behalf of them all for your continuing support.

https://twitter.com/Heathfield_CC
https://twitter.com/Heathfield_CC
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Furthermore, last Thursday, Year 10 and 11 students were given the opportunity to 

attend the Revision Evening filled with great tips and advice on how to revise for their 

upcoming examinations after Easter. The evening was a great opportunity for students 

to learn new skills and tips that they can apply during the holidays to enable them to do 

the best that they can do in May.

On Friday 29 March, students attending the Barcelona Music tour during the first week 

of the Easter holidays had the chance to perform to parents and general public. We wish 

them all the best of luck for the tour and hope they stay safe and have a brilliant time! 

This Tuesday, Heathfield organised The Big Dance: an event that happens every year for 

all the local primary schools in the area. It is great to see all the primary schools having 

fun and working together as well as students from our college joining in. It was a great 

evening and one that we are thankful to the school for organising.

This week saw Year 10 Parents Evening. A great chance for them to discuss future goals 

and plans for not only this summer but for their big year starting in September. From 

experience, we know that every minute counts and so make the most of the time that 

you have: your final year will fly by!

Finally, this week, French and Spanish students have completed the first part of their 

MFL GCSEs with speaking exams. We are so proud of how everyone has prepared 

themselves and hope that it has gone well for everyone. We wish the best of luck for the 

German students who will complete their speaking exam the first week back after Easter 

and extend our wishes also to all summer exam candidates. 

We hope you all have a great Easter break, making the most of your time ready to return 
fresh and ready for success in the Summer term!

We have had a great end to this term 

over the past few weeks. On Friday 

22 March, students from 4 different 

secondary schools within the county 

took park in the Wealden Youth 

Engagement Event, run by the District 

Council and hosted at our College. 

The day was a great experience for 

students to engage with issues raised 

by prior vote on what worries young 

people and find out more through 

debate. 

Head Boy, Head Girl, Deputy Head Boy & Deputy Head Girl

Our Lead Students have given us a bumper entry this week and so, in light of the fact that I 

think our front cover speaks for itself, I will leave the bulk of this page to them! I am hugely 

proud of all our students, our staff and the wider community for the recognition we are 

receiving. It is rightly deserved for the quality of outcomes and attainment achieved and for 

the quality people they represent. Thank you on behalf of them all for your continuing 

support.
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RECOGNITION & AWARDS FOR HEATHFIELD COMMUNITY COLLEGE

ALPs is a national database that measures 6th

Form achievement. We already know that their 

three year trend analysis shows Heathfield 

performing consistently in the top 20%. We now

know they wish to include our centre in their Directory of Excellence which highlights 

the highest performing departments across the country.

Educational Outcomes Awards are given by the 

SSAT Network to recognise excellence in GCSE 

outcomes. This is the third year in a row we 

have collected these awards and the second 

year running we have secured them for being in 

the top 20% of non-selective schools nationally 

for both attainment and for progress. 

The Framework for Exceptional Education is a 

self-review and planning framework designed by 

SSAT. It offers a principled approach to school 

improvement that goes beyond statutory 

inspection frameworks. In a range of areas, a 

school can apply and enjoy peer review, then a 

moderation visit and final verification stage. 

Heathfield was assessed in two aspects this year 

and we have been accredited with the highest 

level of “Transforming Practice” in leadership 

and curriculum

On Curriculum assessors commented: “There 

is a coherent set of aspirational values which 

permeates the work of the school. 

The curriculum structure is very well 

designed, with an interesting three-year Key 

Stage 4 model. It takes a principled approach 

to maintaining a real degree of pupil choice 

and a breadth of subjects.” 

On Leadership assessors stated: “The 

Headteacher is enthusiastic and 

inspiring with a strong moral compass. 

Her vision for staff and pupils is 

central to the success of the school 

and she leads with great integrity. The 

energy, passion and commitment 

demonstrated ….is evident in the 

approach of her senior team and 

Middle Leaders who are strategic in 

their thinking and innovative in their 

practice.”
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BUILDING A TEAM: DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD SCHEME

The weekend of the 9/10 March 

was a busy one for the staff who 

support the Duke of Edinburgh’s 

award at Heathfield Community 

College. 

Four staff and an external 

volunteer gave up their weekend 

to train in specific roles needed 

to continue the growth of the 

DofE Award at the College. 

Due to the sudden loss of funding 

from East Sussex County Council 

last year, we embarked on 

becoming an individually licenced 

centre for the provision of the 

award at all three levels: Bronze, 

Silver and Gold. 

Essential funding provided by the 

Rotary Club of Heathfield and 

Waldron has allowed us to 

successfully set up the centre. 

This training, funded by the 

Regional Duke of Edinburgh office, 

means we are all set to continue 

our exciting journey. 

Congratulations to the following for 

successfully completing the training and 

our thanks to them for giving up their 

time:

Mrs E Flynn – Award Verifier

Miss A Norman & Mr C Churchyard –

Expedition Supervisors

Miss G Dalby, Miss A Norman, Miss C 

Harker & Mr C Churchyard – Expedition 

Assessors

Miss G Dalby, Miss A Norman, Miss C Harker 

More information about the award can be obtained 

from Ms Harker: charker@heathfieldcc.co.uk

mailto:charker@heathfieldcc.co.uk
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BURWASH & BEYOND: DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD SCHEME

On a blustery, cold, spring morning on 

Sunday 31 March, after the clocks had 

sprung forward the previous night, the 

sleepy village of Burwash was invaded just 

before 9am by 37 students, 7 adults and 

Max the dog. Everyone was kitted up with 

wind proof jackets, walking boots, 

rucksacks and snacks, huddled into their 

teams’, maps and compasses for our first 

foray into the countryside this year.

Milly) and Bronze teams: pink (Elliot, Cameron, Tom, Henry & George) and yellow (Bree, 

Will, Mikey, Boo & Jessica). Our route took us past the sculpture of Rudyard Kipling, 

through the churchyard with the eternal flame memorial before dropping down into the 

fields and valley below. 

It was a delightful day and the route meant we 

passed through several farms who were obviously at 

peak lambing season. We were lucky to observe 

triplets newly born close up as well as day old 

lambs in the fields with their mums and ewes in 

labour. I think all the staff and students found it an 

incredible experience. The route took us through 

countryside alive with the wild flowers of spring: 

primroses, violets, lady smock, early purple 

orchids, dog’s mercury, bluebells and slightly less 

beautiful, but very fragrant, wild garlic. Mrs Flynn 

added drama to the day by losing a shoe in a 

particularly muddy section! Thankfully the shoe was 

retrieved by Tom to be reunited with its owner 

looking slightly less than pristine. George, Tom and 

Elliot also found a geocache which was rather 

exciting too. Bree tried her hand at water divining 

which was entertaining! 

Due to the large numbers, we separated into two groups with Miss Dalby, Miss Norman 

and Mr Churchyard leading off with the green (Margaux, Sian, Marcia, Isabelle & 

Fraya); blue (Charles, Isabella, Oli, Will, Lauren & Mille); and purple (Bethany, Olivia, 

Tillie, Amy & Rachel) Bronze teams. Ms Harker, Mrs Flynn and Ms Savage set off 15 

minutes later with the Silver award group (Ella, Laurie, Emily, Lily, Emily, Lottie and
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BURWASH & BEYOND: DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD SCHEME 

cont’d

The loop was 8km long and slightly undulating 

with a mixture of farmland, woods and tracks. 

Each team was responsible for leading different 

sections whilst the rest of the group followed, 

which meant orientating their maps to the 

direction of travel, identifying features on the 

landscape before identifying them using the map 

symbols and deciding on our route forwards. The 

map reading skills developed rapidly over the 

course of the walk and we hope to build on these 

foundations during our next outing.  We arrived 

back slightly earlier than expected having made 

good time despite the hills and various deviations 

en route. I was glad to see the smiles on the 

student’s faces after a great morning out with 

friends before we packed them off home for a 

well-deserved lunch. 

More information about the award can be obtained 

from Ms Harker: charker@heathfieldcc.co.uk

mailto:charker@heathfieldcc.co.uk
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HEATHFIELD HOSTS WEALDEN DISTRICT COUNCIL’S 

YOUNG PEOPLE ENGAGEMENT EVENT

A range of professional facilitators, from Police Officers to Charity Workers and all 

professionals in their individual sectors, helped to shape debate on all of these key areas. 

Youth Cabinet members for Wealden took notes to feedback back to the Youth Parliament. 

Examples of this included the red box project (distributing free sanitary products to 

anyone in need), a centralised hub of activities engaging young people from the local area 

so they are not on the streets and promotion of a charity helpline within schools to 

support students’ mental wellbeing.

This was based on the recent vote – ‘Make your Mark’ – in which young people identified 

the main topics that they are concerned about. The workshops above were the top five 

topics voted throughout the country with responses from over 12,000 students. 

On Friday 22 March, we 

were fortunate to host a 

Young Peoples Engagement 

event in partnership with 

Wealden Strategic 

Partnership. Students from 

five local secondary schools 

came together to discuss 

key issues affecting the 

young people of the South 

East. Students were invited 

to attend any three 

workshops from: Knife 

Crime, Homelessness, 

Period Poverty, Mental 
Health and Pay Equality

A representative from 

the Trade Union talked 

to students about the 

parallels between the 

fights for gender equal 

pay and age equal pay. 

She explained that 

“inequalities in gender 

pay are illegal but little 

is and can be done to 

prevent it”.  

All the more 

motivation for our 

students to Make their 

Mark!
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Representatives from Wealden District Council were in attendance, taking notes of the 

key points of discussion such as action points in tackling these issues. They are reviewing 

their notes from the day to formulate a report into young peoples’ suggested solutions to 

these multifaceted problems. This will be presented at the main local governmental 

strategy meeting. 

to which the government have to assist in different circumstances. He dissected the 

issue to help us understand what people should do under these circumstances. 

The Knife Crime debate 

was facilitated by the 

Police and an aide of the 

Police & Crime 

Commissioner to discuss 

methods of tackling this 

complex current issue, 

including grass root causes 

of the epidemic. 

An expert on homelessness 

from East Sussex County 

Council explained the 

process of becoming 

homeless and the extent

A day like this is invaluable for the future as it tackles the main problems in our ever 

growing country. Making this an annual event would be extremely beneficial for feedback 

from previous events and the discussion of other important topics for the future.

Miss Lynch and the Lead Prefect Team 

(Charlie, Hattie, Atholl and Tia)
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GREG GETS HIS CAREER OFF TO A FLYING START!

Having already passed examinations earlier in the year in Air Law and Operational 

procedures, Greg Moon has now successfully completed his first solo flight  and started 

the formal steps towards his desired career as a pilot.

Greg has to master complex flight planning before take-off, taking into account factors 

like temperature, speed, wind, altitude, weather, drift fault, and then fly and arrive 

within the accurate time set. In addition, he has to navigate sudden in-flight changes 

due to air traffic control requests. 

Flying, keeping within Air Law, Radio & 

navigation and the plane itself in flight, gives 

some idea what level he is training at and the 

skill set involved.

This is a fantastic achievement and such an 

encouragement for the next steps Greg wishes 

to take.

Well done Greg!
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BOYS – all year groups GIRLS – all year groups

Compulsory kit

(ALL LOGOED 
ITEMS: Only 
available from 
Broadbridges)

Heathfield logoed green and black 

unisex logoed short sleeve PE top 

or green and black long sleeve top

Heathfield logoed black shorts 

and/or jogging bottoms 

Black logoed knee length socks .

Heathfield logoed green and black 

unisex logoed short sleeve PE top 

or green and black long sleeve top 

/ fitted green and black short 

sleeve PE top.

Heathfield logoed black shorts 

and/or jogging bottoms unless 

opting for the Heathfield logoed 

sports leggings or skort – please 

see optional items below.

Black logoed knee length socks 

Compulsory kit A change of underwear.

Shin pads.

Training shoes.

Football boots.

A change of underwear.

Shin pads.

Training shoes.

Gum shields are compulsory in lessons and College matches for contact rugby. We 

strongly advise the use of gum shields for hockey. They are compulsory when playing 

in College matches.

ALL ITEMS OF PE KIT AND OTHER CLOTHING SHOULD BE CLEARLY LABELLED

WITH THE STUDENT'S NAME

A reminder from the PE Department that if students do not have the correct PE kit they 

may be given a missing equipment mark which may result in a detention.  Please see the 

list below or refer to our uniform policy on the College website 
http://www.heathfieldcc.co.uk/Parents/Policies/Uniform_Policy_September_2018.  

PE KIT EXPECTATIONS

Optional items

(ALL LOGOED 
ITEMS: Only 
available from 
Broadbridges)

Towel.
Additional black base layers can be 
worn under the compulsory kit.

Heathfield logoed quarter zip 
jumper. No other jumper will be 
accepted.

Heathfield logoed quarter zip outer 

jacket. No other jacket will be 

accepted.

Towel.
Additional black base layers can be 
worn under the compulsory kit. 

Heathfield logoed sport leggings 
Heathfield logoed skort
Heathfield logoed quarter zip jumper 
No other jumper will be accepted.

Heathfield logoed quarter zip outer 

jacket.

No other jacket will be accepted.

http://www.heathfieldcc.co.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/2017/policy/Uniform_Policy_September_2018.pdf
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In support of the Great British Spring Clean 2019, a small but determined group of sixth 

formers hit the streets around the school during their lunchtime to clear all the litter 

they could set their litter pickers on.

We were pleased to find very little – we had to hunt it out from bushes, verges and 

undergrowth – our lower school eco-team have evidently done a good job in spreading 

the message about looking after your environment.

The sixth form litter-pickers made the Spring Clean fun by adding a level of competition 

with three categories: most litter collected, most disgusting object found and strangest 

object found! A good haul of nasties was collected and disposed of responsibly.

Let’s hope it stays tidy out there.

GREAT BRITISH SPRING CLEAN

Determined & Reflective

Students involved: 

Lydia Dixon

Georgia Reed-Davies

Sam Fantucchio

Sam Haley

George Hodges

Harry Serpis

Harry Woodrow

Eleanor Dawson

Daniella Stevens

Jake Burton

Cristelle Farmer

Many thanks to all.
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Year 9 student, Victoria Hines, took 

part in the Eastbourne Music and Arts 

Festival at the Birley Centre on 

Sunday 17 March.

The competitive festival, held 

annually was originally founded in 

1961.

Victoria played piano in two classes, 

Examination Class Any Age Grade 5 

and 6 and Baroque Piano Music 14 

years and under, own choice of one 

piece written between 1600 and 1750, 

in which Victoria came first, winning 

the “Bernard Raven Challenge Shield”. 

This shield has been awarded to young 

musicians since the first festival in 

1961.

Well done Victoria!

PIANO SUCCESS FOR HEATHFIELD STUDENT

Honesty and Integrity

FURTHER SUPPORT FROM ROTARY FOR HEATHFIELD DofE

We are overwhelmed by the generosity of a school in Kent who, courtesy of 

communication from the Rotary Club, have passed on excess equipment to us. A 

substantial donation of good quality tents will make a huge difference to our groups.

As readers will know, we are in the early stages of developing the Duke of Edinburgh 

Award, steadily building up participation numbers and hoping to facilitate all award

levels to our students. 

As with all schools at present, funding is a constraint; we are trying to balance keeping 

the award costs to a minimum to allow access to any student regardless of background, 

with the inevitable of costs of holding a licence and purchasing equipment. It removes 

the worry of finding enough basic kit before the expedition season gets into full swing!

We are very grateful to the donors and to Rotary for making the link to us.
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As you will see from the above photo, the HCC Equestrian Team all wear whatever they 

have. However, following their recent success we have decided, as parents of these 

children, that we will each purchase matching skins and hat covers so that when these 

girls go to the Nationals they will all be wearing the same and look like a team! A lot of 

the private schools have team colours but at nearly £50 per rider it wasn’t top of our 

priorities, however, now they are doing so well, feeling a part of HCC Equestrian Team is 

important to them and we feel they deserve it. They will now have black skins with 

HCC printed on the left sleeve and their hats will be black & green (as per school 

colours). They already have black saddle cloths embroidered in green with the school 

name which were inherited from a previous school team. Watch out for news of the 

team in future editions!  

If you would like more information about joining the Equestrian Team please contact 

Marion Moon at smartiemoon@hotmail.com.  

HCC EQUESTRIAN TEAM – NEW TEAM COLOURS!

Rosie Moon, Fraya Henry & Olivia Collett entered the Eventers’ Challenge Qualifiers 

(show jumping and cross country jumps all in one arena) and WON their class to qualify 

for the National Championships at Hickstead in May. Fraya also came 6th individually 

and Rosie was 4th individually. The team are going from strength to strength this year as 

they have already been crowned County Champions in pure Show Jumping earlier this 

year, and will be the team representing Sussex at the Nationals to be held in 

Buckinghamshire in April.

mailto:smartiemoon@hotmail.com
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Three of our Year 7 students represented the College and Sussex in the Inter-Counties 

Cross country event on Saturday 23 March.

Isabelle Chappell, Rae Le Fay and Ollie Moore set off for Christs Hospital school in 

Horsham for the next round of competition, having finished in the top 20 runners in 

their respective Sussex Competitions. 

SOUTH EAST ENGLAND CROSS-COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS

Five counties competed on the day with around 100 runners in each event; on a fast 

and flat course, our students competed at a high level, with determination and 

enthusiasm, in the face of some talented opposition.

The pick of the places for us was Isabelle Chappell, who finished in an incredible 9th

place - that’s the 9th fastest Cross-Country runner in the South East of England. 

Impressive enough to qualify from the Sussex event, but to finish 9th is incredible!! 

Well done to all three! You were again first class ambassadors for the college and it is a 

lesson in perseverance for us all.  I look forward to the rest of the College Athletics 

season. Training for all events starts after Easter on a Tuesday after School on the 

college field.
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SUSSEX SCHOOL GAMES – GIRLS BADMINTON GOLD MEDAL

Having won through the partnership round, the Heathfield Key Stage 3 boys’ and Key 

Stage 4 girls’ badminton teams went to K2 in Crawley for the Sussex Schools Games 

event to represent the North Wealden Warriors team. The boys took part in a play-off 

league in which they came second and secured a place in the semi-finals.  Very close 

games followed but sadly they lost the semis and then in the 3rd/4th play off, after a 

very close, match losing 3-2 to finish 4th overall, just missing out on that bronze medal. 

The girls, just back from the Regional Badminton finals at Guildford the day before, 

were prepared for another long day with a round robin competition, where everyone 

plays everyone. With 5 players in the team it allowed for rotation of the team and 

playing order positions hence a variety of girls played the singles and doubles matches. 

The girls were solid in their performances throughout the day, winning every game to 

come away with first place and the  Sussex Schools Games Gold medal. 

Miss Cobbold said: “once more all the students were impressive in their behaviour, 

attitude and efforts throughout the day; they can all be extremely proud of what they 

achieved”.

Teams: Ellie Matthews, Grace Tye, Daisy Adams, Lara Hammond, Beth Montgomery, 

Cameron Matthews, Cameron Montgomery, Guy Moore and Matthew Morgan
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End of season Netball Tournaments were hosted at Heathfield Community College for 

Years 8- 11. With Heathfield being at home it meant that two teams could be entered 

for Year 9 and 10 to provide greater playing competition opportunities for additional 

students completing the GCSE PE course. With not many schools entering the Year 10 

and 11 competitions the age groups were played together to provide more games. 

Heathfield Year 11 blitzed through the opposition not losing a game, coming out 

victorious.  

The Year 10 A team were hot on their heels coming in second place and ahead of all 

the other Year 10 teams, even some Year 11s with the Year 10 B team coming in 6th. 

For Year 9 it was a similar tale with the A team blasting their way through all the 

opposition not conceding a single goal in any game. The B team came 4th beating the A 

teams from other schools in the process.  Year 8s didn’t lose a match all night but 

drawing two meant they just missed out on first place and had to settle for second 

place.  The Year 7 teams played the following week, their tournament also being the 

Specsavers Schools Games qualifying event to represent the North Wealden Warriors in 

the Sussex Schools Games in June - a lot more was at stake. Again two teams took 

part.  

Well done to all students who took part and represented the College so well; a great 

set of results. Particular thanks goes to the Year 10 young leaders (Berry Robertson, 

Mattea Rendell, Lucie Miller, Megan Stevens, Maisy Evershed and Harriet Peek) who 

also helped to officiate at the Year 7, 8 and 9 events.

END OF SEASON NETBALL
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Those who took part were hugely enthusiastic and whether or not they won or lost, they 

showed excellent sportsmanship and played their part in gaining House points. 

TERM 4 HOUSE COMPETITION - FOOTBALL

This year’s football champions 

were Heffle, who managed to 

score the most goals and 

participation points across their 

matches coming first – well 

done! 

In second place were Tower, 

third place Batemans and 

fourth place was Cade.  

Well done to everyone who 

took part, earned points for 

their  Houses and to all those 

loyal and enthusiastic 

supporters!

Our Term 4 House football 

competition has taken place 

over the last few weeks with 

students competing in House 

teams to play in six-a-side 

football matches. 

There was a real sense of 

excitement with Year 7 and 

Year 8 games attracting large 

crowds of students supporting 

their House and each team 

even came prepared with 

substitutions, which gave 

everyone a chance to 
represent their House. 
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Organised by Heathfield Community College, 

The Big Dance Extravaganza returned to the 

Assembly Hall Theatre in Tunbridge Wells for 

another series of exhilarating and energetic 

performances. Heathfield Community College Year 

7 and Year 11 dance students, and all eleven of 

our feeder primary schools, showcased a variety 

of dance styles choreographed by Abi Brockhurst 

from A.B Stage School in Heathfield as they took 

on this year’s theme of ‘open entertainment’.

THE BIG DANCE EXTRAVAGANZA

Held on Tuesday 2 April 2019 at the Assembly Hall in Tunbridge Wells, the event included 

performers from Heathfield Community College, All Saints & St Richard’s, Broad Oak, 

Burwash, Cross-in-Hand, Dallington, Five Ashes, Herstmonceux, Mayfield, Maynards 

Green, Parkside and Punnetts Town with A.B Stage School closing the show. 

Justine Davis, Head of Dance at the College, said: “The excitement that fills the 

Assembly Hall is simply electrifying. The performers fully commit themselves to their 

dance.  It’s not an identikit troupe but a collection of individuals, who throw themselves 

into delivering first class performances with pride, courage and determination. A special 

thanks to Abi Brockhurst from A. B Stage school for choreographing the Primary School 

routines"
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THE BIG DANCE EXTRAVAGANZA
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INTERESTED IN BECOMING A DOCTOR?
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form tutors and support staff to help our students realise their potential once they leave 

the College is recognised.

If you would like to offer support to our Careers Education, Information, Advice and 

Guidance (CEAIG) as an alumni please contact: dtaylor@heathfieldcc.co.uk or if you 

would like to help as an employer or parent (particularly for our upcoming Year 10 day 

on Tuesday 30 April or Year 9 day on Thurs 9 May) please email our Careers Leader 

jtaylor@heathfieldcc.co.uk.

INVESTORS IN CAREERS KITEMARK

We are pleased to announce our intention to 

submit an application for the Investors in 

Careers Kitemark in May 2019. 

This will be the fourth time the College 

has been considered for a nationally regarded 

quality in careers standard.  It will be 

fantastic if once again all the excellent work 

achieved by our Careers Adviser, teachers

Honesty and Integrity

YEAR 12 ENGLISH LITERATURE TRIP

A huge thank you and well done to Y12 English Literature students for their superb 

behaviour and enthusiasm on this week's Wuthering Heights trip to Yorkshire. Everywhere 

we went they demonstrated their passion for literature, their enthusiasm for learning 

and their consideration for those around them.

Engaged & Enthusiastic

HTV UPDATE…. COMING SOON

For those anticipating an HTV broadcast at the end of this term …. Fear not it is on it’s 

way and will be delivered shortly after the Easter break

The coach driver commented that they 

were the 'best group he'd ever taken', and 

another guest at the Haworth YHA, 

dreading the prospect of sharing with a 

school trip said: 'They were brilliant - an 

absolute credit to you - we wouldn't have 

known they were there!'

A full report of the trip will follow in the 

next issue.

mailto:dtaylor@heathfieldcc.co.uk
mailto:jtaylor@heathfieldcc.co.uk
https://investorincareers.org.uk/
https://investorincareers.org.uk/
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READING MATTERS!

What does the research show?

• A large gap in achievement between secondary school students who read books for 

pleasure and those who do not 

• One in four children report that their parents don’t care if they read or not

• One in five children cannot read well by the age of 11

• The single biggest factor in improving reading from age 10 to age 16 is whether a 

child reads for pleasure 

• incomes are higher in countries where more adults reach the highest levels of 

literacy proficiency and fewer adults are at the lowest levels of literacy

We have been doing a lot of work in College for the last year or two around reading and 

the importance of vocabulary. We thought it would be good to share some of our 

thoughts and findings with parents and signpost you to some great reading for young 

people.

What does reading offer?

• Reading will make school easier: children who read, or are read to, become better 

readers, which makes them better able to tackle all of their subjects

• Reading helps build a stronger brain: it changes and develops your brain’s structure, 

increasing intellectual capacity 

• Reading breeds success: reading for pleasure is a more powerful factor in life 

achievement than socio-economic background; 16-year-olds who choose to read books 

for pleasure outside of school are more likely to secure managerial or professional 

jobs in later life. 

• Reading builds character: it helps improve children’s ability to understand other 

people’s views and experiences. Reading Harry Potter, for example, has been shown to 

improve children’s attitudes towards stigmatised groups such as refugees, immigrants 

and members of the LGBT community.

• Reading helps mental health: studies have shown non-readers are 28% more likely to 

report feelings of depression, while regular readers report lower stress levels and a 

greater ability to relax

• Reading helps resilience: studies show that reading increases self esteem and the 

ability to cope with difficult situations

• Reading has been linked to better sleep patterns, especially as part of a night-time 

routine

• Reading makes people happier: adults who read for just 30 minutes a week are 20% 

more likely to report greater life satisfaction.
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READING MATTERS!

Getting back to reading

• Visit the library or a bookshop – spend time choosing something together

• Get recommendations from friends or family

• Read together – audio books in car journeys or sharing a book at bedtime – even in to 

children’s teens – can be a hugely positive shared experience, creating interesting 

discussions around the topics and the story.

• Choose a topic they love: research has shown that children can read and comprehend 

more complex texts – and are more likely to keep trying with a book - when it is on a 

topic they enjoy

More Information?
For further information and more detail on the studies quoted here, watch the BBC4 documentary 
https://topdocumentaryfilms.com/why-reading-matters/
And visit:
https://readingagency.org.uk/about/impact/002-reading-facts-1/#fn6
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/globalassets/resources/research/reading-for-pleasure-in-secondary-
schools-literature-review.pdf

READING RECOMMENDATIONS

https://topdocumentaryfilms.com/why-reading-matters/
https://readingagency.org.uk/about/impact/002-reading-facts-1/#fn6
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READING RECOMMENDATIONS
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Supporters of Heathfield Community College (SOHCC)
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Compassionate & Considerate

The Careers and Enterprise Company are launching an interesting opportunity for 

employers to give something back. If you are able to please do look at their website 

for more information. https://www.careersandenterprise.co.uk/give-an-hour

EMPLOYER OPPORTUNITY

https://www.careersandenterprise.co.uk/give-an-hour
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ON-LINE SAFETY

ON-LINE CHALLENGES

More information can be found here

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/resources/platform-guides/online-challenges-guide-for-parents/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=WakeUpWednesday Free Online Challenges Guide&utm_content=WakeUpWednesday Free Online Challenges Guide+CID_172d800b71343c37ded7fe4294747c1d&utm_source=Campaign Monitor&utm_term=DOWNLOAD ON WEBSITE
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/resources/platform-guides/online-challenges-guide-for-parents/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=WakeUpWednesday Free Online Challenges Guide&utm_content=WakeUpWednesday Free Online Challenges Guide+CID_172d800b71343c37ded7fe4294747c1d&utm_source=Campaign Monitor&utm_term=DOWNLOAD ON WEBSITE
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/resources/platform-guides/online-challenges-guide-for-parents/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=WakeUpWednesday Free Online Challenges Guide&utm_content=WakeUpWednesday Free Online Challenges Guide+CID_172d800b71343c37ded7fe4294747c1d&utm_source=Campaign Monitor&utm_term=DOWNLOAD ON WEBSITE
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If you have not yet signed up, please help us raise even more free donations by signing 

up today using the link below! It is very easy to set up and we receive a free donation 

every time you shop online using the easyfundraising website or APP.

Thank you to everyone who has signed up to Easyfundraising so far to 

support Heathfield Community College. 

We have now raised £1,051.75 in donations!

SHOP OR TOP UP AND HELP THE COLLEGE

Easyfundraising.org.uk

Website

Easyfundraising App

Easyfundraising Website

Whether buying Easter Eggs, topping up on equipment, buying reading books for the 

holiday or even booking your Summer Break you can make donations to Heathfield 

Community College at no extra cost.

By accessing the website of your choice via the Easyfunding site, for each item that you 

purchase a donation from the company goes straight to our cause. It’s a WIN-WIN for 

everyone! 

Please remember us over the Easter holiday and tell your friends and family too!

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/heathfieldcommunitycollege/?q=heathfield&cat=cause-autosuggest
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/heathfieldcommunitycollege/?q=heathfield&cat=cause-autosuggest
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/easyfundraising-app
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Notices and Events

We ask that you follow the voluntary one-

way system (see map left) to avoid 

congestion when bringing and collecting 

your child as it significantly helps traffic to 

flow. 

It is also an ongoing safety issue for our 

students and local residents.

VOLUNTARY ONE-WAY SYSTEM

Due to concerns raised by both parents and staff, the College would remind all 

parents to abide by the following when dropping off/picking up students from College:

DROPPING-OFF/PICKING-UP STUDENTS FROM COLLEGE BY CAR

Picking-up/dropping-off in the bus 

layby is prohibited between 8:15-9:00 

and 14:00-15:30

Please allow students to cross, supervised 

by the duty member of staff 

Parking on the yellow zig-zag lines outside 

College is strictly prohibited
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We still require volunteers to assist with providing access arrangements during exam 

periods (mock exams throughout the year and summer exams).

Volunteers need to have numeracy and literacy skills which would allow them to act as 

readers and scribes for candidates sitting GCSE qualifications. Some candidates will have 
Special Educational Needs and associated difficulties.

Full training for the role will be provided. Please contact Ben Barnett, Specialist Literacy 

Teacher by email if you would like further information or to register your interest 
bbarnett@heathfieldcc.co.uk.

WE ARE RECRUITING……

VOLUNTEERS WANTED

If you have a business locally and have opportunities for school leavers please let us 

know by emailing office@heathfieldcc.co.uk as we may be able to promote to 

students. 

Opportunities For School Leavers

Opportunities For School LeaversOPPORTUNTIES FOR SCHOOL LEAVERS

See our vacancies page of the website for more details, we have opportunities to join our 

happy and successful team: http://jobs.heathfieldcc.co.uk/vacancies/

• TEACHER OF MATHEMATICS

Permanent full time with the possibility of additional TLR responsibilities for 

the right candidate

• TEACHER OF SOCIOLOGY

1 year contract – a perfect opportunity to start a career in a supportive and 

forward looking school

• PREMISES TEAM:

Caretaker: 17.5 hours 2pm-5.30pm – Term Time

Cleaning Team

1. Cleaner 22.5 hours 10am-2.30pm

2. Cleaner 15 hours 7am-10am OR 3pm to 6pm

HEATHFIELD TO PARIS 24 HOUR CYCLE CHALLENGE FUNDRAISER

If you are interested in fundraising for Heathfield CC school funds and 

cycling to Paris with other parents and staff please see the letter sent 

out via email which can also be viewed on the College website – all you 

need is a roadworthy road or hybrid bike!

mailto:bbarnett@heathfieldcc.co.uk
mailto:office@heathfieldcc.co.uk
http://jobs.heathfieldcc.co.uk/vacancies/
http://www.heathfieldcc.co.uk/?page_id=3452
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Classified Advertising

Disclaimer: Although paid advertisements may appear in Heathfield Community College Publications in print, 

online, or in other electronic formats, Heathfield Community College does not endorse the advertised 

product, service, or company, nor any of the claims made by the advertisement.

Venue Hire

To promote your business/event here, email headlines@heathfieldcc.co.uk for further 

information and prices. 

Do you struggle to find venues for your 

events or meetings?

We have a wide range of facilities at Heathfield

Community College available to hire! 

Please contact our Facilities Manager to discuss 

your requirements.

Call: 01435 866066 Ext 1255  

Email: dstanger@heathfieldcc.co.uk

Website: www.heathfieldcc.co.uk

mailto:headlines@heathfieldcc.co.uk
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Calendar Dates

Sussex PPC Newsletter

Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner News

ACRES Adult Education

Click to view the latest news from ACRES

Clubs & After School Sessions

Click for current information & times

Governors’ page

Information about our Governors 

Quick Links

Parent Feedback

Feedback from forums and questionnaires

To keep up to date visit…
www.heathfieldcc.co.uk

Follow us on Twitter…
@heathfield_cc

Contact us…
office@heathfieldcc.co.uk | 01435 866066 

Important information about the College 

including bus delays and college 

closures as well as news and events, are 

also sent out via Twitter.  It is a great 

way of keeping up to date with what’s 

going on and sharing news.  

TWITTER

Tuesday 23 April Term 5 Begins

Open Morning – booking is essential

Wednesday 24 April Start of A Level Photography Exam

Year 12 Geography trip to Heathfield

Thursday 25 April Sussex Higher Education Exhibition

Friday 26 April Huw Merriman visiting History & Politics Students

Tuesday 30 April Collapsed Curriculum Day

Big Futures Event

Year 10

Wednesday 1 May Start of A Level Art Exam

Thursday 2 May Year 8 HPV Vaccination Dose 2

Friday 3 May English & Maths Away Day

Year 11 – selected students

Year 13 Physics Trip to Cern, Switzerland

Monday 6 May Bank Holiday 

Thursday 9 May Year 7 Parents Evening

http://www.heathfieldcc.co.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Extra-Curricular-Activities-Term-1-2018.pdf
http://www.heathfieldcc.co.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Extra-Curricular-Activities-Term-1-2018.pdf
http://www.heathfieldcc.co.uk/?page_id=84
http://www.heathfieldcc.co.uk/?page_id=84
http://www.acreslearning.org.uk/
http://www.acreslearning.org.uk/
http://www.heathfieldcc.co.uk/?page_id=472483
http://www.heathfieldcc.co.uk/?page_id=472483
http://www.heathfieldcc.co.uk/?page_id=919275
http://www.heathfieldcc.co.uk/?page_id=919275
http://email.proworx.co.uk/t/ViewEmail/r/E4BD6770AA15406A2540EF23F30FEDED/CF7EEE5A98A87452FCACEB58A033025D
http://email.proworx.co.uk/t/ViewEmail/r/E4BD6770AA15406A2540EF23F30FEDED/CF7EEE5A98A87452FCACEB58A033025D
https://login.microsoftonline.com/common/wsfed?wa=wsignin1.0&wtrealm=https://o365-integration.fireflycloud.net&wctx=rm%3d0%26id%3d%26ru%3d/HrdAuthentication/Login?ReturnUrl%3d/?mode%3dmaplogin%26prelogin%3dhttp://heathfieldcc.fireflycloud.net/%26tokenId%3d17221092%26secret%3d93c480ea58589f4dae3951b709853ee7%26host%3dheathfieldcc.fireflycloud.net%26mode%3dmaplogin%26prelogin%3dhttp://heathfieldcc.fireflycloud.net/%26tokenId%3d17221092%26secret%3d93c480ea58589f4dae3951b709853ee7%26host%3dheathfieldcc.fireflycloud.net&wct=2016-09-14T13:05:20Z&whr=heathfieldcc.co.uk
https://login.microsoftonline.com/common/wsfed?wa=wsignin1.0&wtrealm=https://o365-integration.fireflycloud.net&wctx=rm%3d0%26id%3d%26ru%3d/HrdAuthentication/Login?ReturnUrl%3d/?mode%3dmaplogin%26prelogin%3dhttp://heathfieldcc.fireflycloud.net/%26tokenId%3d17221092%26secret%3d93c480ea58589f4dae3951b709853ee7%26host%3dheathfieldcc.fireflycloud.net%26mode%3dmaplogin%26prelogin%3dhttp://heathfieldcc.fireflycloud.net/%26tokenId%3d17221092%26secret%3d93c480ea58589f4dae3951b709853ee7%26host%3dheathfieldcc.fireflycloud.net&wct=2016-09-14T13:05:20Z&whr=heathfieldcc.co.uk
https://twitter.com/Heathfield_CC
https://twitter.com/Heathfield_CC
https://twitter.com/Heathfield_CC
https://twitter.com/Heathfield_CC

