
Supporting your child’s learning in English: SPELLING 
 

Spelling, punctuation and grammar are a fundamental bedrock of any student’s ability to 
access their full curriculum and show their understanding. At Heathfield we develop this 
by frequent consolidation of prior learning and development on an ongoing basis. An 
example of this is regular spelling checks applicable to each year group that are available 
to all students, revised and tested on a regular basis to ensure mastery of these basics. 
 
The lists are derived from phonics training undertaken by the English department and the 
focus areas are part of the last stage (phase 7). There are many different areas to choose 
from, but the areas highlighted represent the most common struggles our students (of a 
range of abilities) had in terms of spellings. It should be consolidating basics covered at 
primary but also allows for any gaps to be covered. 
 
We complete a diagnostic spelling test at the start of the year, with Years 7 and 8, so that 
staff can determine other spelling issues and indeed whether they need to focus on the 
year-related spelling rules; they might move straight on to the next year's spelling areas or 
even beyond that. 
 

Below is the list of focus spellings for Year 9, other years groups can be found under their 

relevant tab. Please bear in mind these will be regularly reviewed and may be subject to 

change. As indicated in the recent supplement to the Heathfield Headlines: How to 

support your child’s learning… in English. There are also many useful websites and other 

sources of spelling, punctuation and grammar assistance if you wish to develop this 

further at hom

Year 9 spellings 
ious vs eous 

various 

serious 

previous 

ambitious 

supercilious 

spontaneous 

simultaneous 

hideous 

courteous 

  

Psy vs Phy 

psychology 

psychotic 

psychic 

psychiatrist 

physical 

physics 

physio 

physicist 

  

ance vs ence 

distance 

allowance 

attendance 

tolerance 

elegance 

confidence 

independence 

silence 

patience 

benevolence 

 


